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The Safe,

Guaranteed Solution
to Your Home Repair and
Maintenance Needs

Mr. Handyman is your
one-call solution for a wide
range of home maintenance
and repair needs. Our
technicians are fully insured

professionals. We arrive
on time in uniform and a * One simple call provides easy scheduling ® On time arrival
* Job is done right the first time ® Wide variety of repair,
maintenance and improvements services ® Technicians have an
average of 10 years’ experience in the trades and are fully insured
for your safety ® We promise to clean up when
we're done ® Our quality workmanship is guaranteed

marked van with the tools to
complete the job right.

8081 Kingston Pike Suite #101
Knoxville, TN 37919

865-293-0080

mrhandyman.com
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The Villages of Farragut

Life doesn’t stop after retirement, why should your lifestyle?
Your next chapter is just beginning at The Villages.
The home you need for the lifestyle you deserve.

YOUR LIFE. YOUR WAY.

230 Village Commons Blvd. | Farragut, TN 37934
(865) 671-2500 office

www.TheVillagesFarragut.com
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Realtor® Gina Johnson proudly serves
1 I l a the Knoxville community as a real estate

agent with Keller Williams Signature.

A native of Knoxville and a resident of Farragut,
Johnson has helped a multitude of families buy and sell
homes as a top-producing agent for over 29 years. Before
beginning her career in real estate, Gina was a mathe-
. matics teacher who deeply loved forming relationships
Top—p ]:'O du Cln g with others and problem-solving. She received a B.A.
in medical technology and a B.A. in computer science
from the University of Tennessee which furthered her
agent for 2 9 years love for problem-solving. “I have always enjoyed con-
necting with people as a teacher, so real estate was an
easy decision for me. Real estate allowed me to use my
problem-solving and negotiation skills to help provide
excellent customer service for my clients,” Gina shared.
Gina Johnson has lived in Farragut for over 30 years
and enjoys showing her client’s all that Knoxville has to
offer. “This is home for me. I have never lived anywhere
else and love East Tennessee. There is nothing that de-
lights me more than helping people discover the area
and finding the perfect home,” Gina said.

A longstanding leader in Knoxville real estate, Gina
guides clients through every step of the real estate
transaction process. Gina’s knowledge of the market
and dedication to finding the best fit for each client has
allowed her clientele to continually grow from referrals
alone. She provides virtual tours, professional photog-
raphy, social media visibility, and more to attract the
right buyer for her clients. “I care about my clients and
because of my desire to make sure they receive superb
customer service, I become not only their trusted real
estate professional but their dear friend,” Gina ex-
plained. She continued, “I am blessed to have a career
that I am passionate about. I love homes, design styles,
and all things real estate.” With Knoxville becoming
increasingly popular, Gina Johnson also specializes in
clients who are interested in relocating to the Knoxville
area. As a relocation expert, with designations in ePro,
CRS (Certified Residential Specialist), and GRI (Grad-

te, REALTOR® Institute), Gi her client
KELLERW | |_ |_ |/A\[\/|Sc.E Ezvz a smooth tranrslistiloﬁ teo Ealsl‘ia}rzrrljluegzsée fir\‘licnlge.nA?-

though predominantly serving West Knoxville, specifi-
cally Farragut, Gina is always aware of the market offer-
ings in surrounding areas to best serve her clients. You

can get in touch with her at (865)-567-5478 or email her at
REAL ESTATE relocateknox@gmail.com.
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Leslie
Allen

Benefits Manager and
HR Manager

Tate Insurance Group
865-862-8233
tateinsurancegroup.com

Laura
Ash

Agent

State Farm

865-675-0888

laura-ash.com
laura@laura-ash.com
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Extensive corporate experience laid the
foundation for Leslie Allen’s current roles
with Tate Insurance Group.

After working for Siemens Heathineers and
Bridgestone Americas, Allen started at TIG as
a customer service representative in January,
2021, and now has a dual role as clients’ ben-
efits manager and internal HR manager.

“After years in corporate America, I was
eager to bring my expertise to a locally-owned
company in my hometown,” she said. “Bene-
fits was an area where I was motivated to deep-
en my knowledge and skill set, and TIG offered
me the opportunity to do just that.”

Allen notes “people” are the most important
part of her job.

“Whether it’s working with our clients or
collaborating with our amazing team, I value
genuine partnerships that drive success,” she
said. “I believe a company’s greatest asset is
its employees, and I'm passionate about help-
ing clients provide benefits that ensure their
teams are cared for, happy, and healthy.

“At the end of the day, it’s the people who
make showing up and giving my best so mean-
ingful.”

Outside of work, “making intentional time
for friends and family is what matters most to
me.

“Slowing down and creating meaningful
memories with loved ones is what fills my cup
and keeps me happy and motivated.”

Laura Ash loves her role as a State Farm agent
and has been doing it successfully for almost 18
years! She treats her team members and custom-
ers like family and you can tell when you walk in
her office. Even on the most stressful days, Laura
and her team welcome you in with open arms to
help write a policy, talk about a claim or just to
chat about what has been going on with your life.

Laura moved to Farragut 22 years ago from Ko-
diak, Alaska. Being a native Floridian, she was
happy to get back down South for some sunshine.
She lived in Alaska for 11 years and she and her
husband decided they wanted to raise their chil-
dren in a place they could permanently call home.
She is definitely happy they made the move.

Laura’s son and daughter graduated from UT
and they are both furthering their education.
Her son is getting ready to graduate with his doc-
torate in chiropractic and will be opening his own
clinic. Her daughter is hoping for a career in law.

Laura is a die-hard Vol fan and you can find
her at Neyland Stadium cheering on the Vols
each fall. You will also see her on Thursday night
Rivalry Football where she’ll cheer on the teams,
give out T-Shirts, and donate to the schools.

Laura is a very devoted Agent to State Farm
and to her community in general. Give her a call
if you need help with your home, car or life insur-
ance. She also specializes in business insurance
as well. Laura and her team are ready to help you
and would love to have you in their State Farm
family.

Harriet
Amonette

Director of
Marketing Services
NHC Place Farragut

865-777-9000

Michelle
Austin

General Manager

Farragut JCPenney
865-288-6708 ext 200
maustit2@jcp.com

Connecting with people

Harriet Amonette has been in the Senior
Care Industry her entire career, but has
worked as the Director of Marketing Servic-
es at NHC Place Farragut for the past eight
years. Thirteen years ago, she started at NHC
as a nurse in rehabilitation before discover-
ing her knack for marketing. Harriet’s expe-
rience in direct patient care has shaped the
way in which she can connect with cowork-
ers, families of residents, and the residents
themselves. As a nurse, she realized the ex-
ceptional joy that caring for others gave her
every day. Today, she continues to embrace
the senior care culture in marketing, utilizing
her medical background to provide addition-
al insight to families. Her favorite part of the
job is assisting families with the “next steps”
on NHC Place Farragut’s CCRC campus. For
the past four years, Harriet has been heavily
involved in the CAC Office on Aging’s annual
“Power of the Purse” event, a fundraiser for
their Mobile Meals program. Harriet enjoys
giving back to the senior care community in
all aspects, making it her mission to empower
her community in all walks of life.

Leading JCPenney
Farragut with Over 20
Years of Passion and
Experience

With over 20 years with JCPenney, Michelle
Austin is proud to be the General Manager at
the Farragut JCPenney for the last eight years.
Michelle started her career with JCPenney
while in high school at the then East Towne
Mall location and continued to work with them
in many roles while attending the University
of Tennessee. After graduating with a degree
in Retail and Consumer Science she decided to
pursue a career in retail management. “JCPen-
ney has been serving their communities for
123 years with trendy yet traditional fashion
at a value that can’t be beat”, Michelle says.
“Our Farragut location has fashion, beauty
and salon. We love being part of the Farragut
community and hope to continue to serve our
community in this location for many years to
come.” Come see her team at the Parkside lo-
cation in Farragut or shop us on JCP.com.
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Andrea Warnick
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Board of Directors

Martha Riordan
MRI10 Realty
Board of Directors

Stacy Madar
Mortgage Investors Group-Lenoir City
Board of Directors

Stephanie Erb
Family Justice Center
Board of Directors

Alexandria Anderson
MBI Companies
West Young Professionals

Amy Shewmake
Simply Magical Vacations
Auction 2025
Casey Mynatt
City Wide Facility Solutions
Speaker Series
Charlene Waggoner
SERVPRO of West Knoxville
Ambassadors
& Business EXP0 2026
Rebecca Dodson
Tennova Healthcare
Legislative Agenda 2026

Selfless Service
Makes a Difference

At the heart of every thriving chamber of commerce are
dynamic volunteers, and these teams do their best work
when headed up by servant-leaders who show up, selfless-
ly engage, and give back. We at the Farragut West Knox
Chamber are thrilled to shine a light on these remarkable
women, each of whom either serves our board of direc-
tors or chairs a vital committee, shaping the future of the
chamber’s business community through their unwavering
commitment and innovative ideas.

Leadership in chambers of commerce goes beyond titles—it’s about step-
ping up, volunteering, and driving progress and meaningful change. These
women embody the spirit of servant leadership, generously sharing their
time, expertise, and passion to elevate the teams they support and subse-
quently the entire organization. Their roles are pivotal, guiding strategic
initiatives, fostering collaboration, and ensuring that diverse voices are heard
and valued all while helping the chamber hit goals and reach new heights.

Why does this matter? When women lead, everyone benefits. Their
unique perspectives and empathetic approach not only enhance deci-
sion-making but also inspire and motivate those around them. These individ-
uals are more than just committee chairs; they are helping to redefine what it
means to lead with heart and purpose. Their influence extends beyond their
committees, setting a powerful example for future generations of profession-
als and driving progress in their community.

Join us in celebrating these phenomenal women and the impact of their
service. Their dedication highlights the importance of having diverse,
passionate leaders at the helm, proving that when women step up to lead,
everyone rises together.

11826 Kingston Pike, Suite 110 | Farragut, TN 37934
(865) 675-7057 | (865) 671-2409 Fax
e-mail: info@farragutchamber.com | www.farragutchamber.com
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Susan
Bentley

CEO, Owner

Bentley Home Inspections
Bentley Radon
865-986-2516
susan@bentleyhomeinspection.com
www.bentleyhomeinspection.com

Ginger
Cannon

Owner

Dixie Lee Farmers Market
865-643-5333
gocannon133@gmail.com
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Operator, Educator and Service Oriented

Susan Bentley is a trailblazer as a woman CEO
in the male-dominated home inspection industry.
She leads multiple successful companies, including
Bentley Home Inspection, BW Pest, Bentley Radon,
and Santa’s Twinkle. Beyond her businesses, Susan
is a national coach in the home inspection industry
and proudly serves as the National Ambassador for
iGo, the largest coaching group in the field. With her
leadership, she inspires professionals nationwide to
aim higher, move faster, and break barriers.

2023 Voted Loudon County’s
Best Home Inspection Company
2022 East Tennessee Association
of Realtors Strategic Partner of the Year
2022 Great Smoky Mountains Association
of Realtors Strategic Partner of the Year
2022 North East Association
of Realtors Strategic Partner of the Year
2022 Lakeway Association
of Realtors Strategic Partner of the Year
2021 Strategic Partner
for Women’s Council of Realtors Tennessee
2021 Strategic Partner for Women’s Council
of Realtors Knoxville
2021 Strategic Partner for Women’s Council
of Realtors Great Smoky Mountains
Prior KMBA Board Member (2020/2021)
Prior KAAR Community Involvement Committee
Member (2021/2022)

Healthy Diet Leads
To Local Market

Ginger Cannon and her husband Jeff started
the Dixie Lee Farmers Market almost out of
necessity.

“I have rheumatoid arthritis and I wanted
to change my diet and I went to another local
farmers market in Oak Ridge,” Ginger said.
“This inspired us to come up with the idea for
the Dixie Lee Farmers Market. I worked for
attorney Steve Irving and with his help I got
the permits.”

Dixie Lee Farmers Market is open from May
through October on Saturdays from 9 a.m.-
noon and Ginger relishes the opportunity
to give local growers and local artisans the
chance to showcase and sell their goods.

“Jeff and I have always had an interest in
gardening and this gives local growers the
chance to sell and it may also give the garage
carpenter a chance to sell the things that he
likes to make,” Cannon said. “We also have a
bakery and we sell grass-fed meats.”

She noted that the biggest challenge that she
faces is the weather both on market days and
throughout the year.

Julie A.
Blaylock

President/CEO

Farragut West Knox
Chamber of Commerce
865-675-7057
julie@farragutchamber.com
www.farragutchamber.com

Amanda
Dagnan

Owner

Factory Carpet
Warehouse
865-689-6740

factorycarpet@yahoo.com
www.factorycarpet.net

Almost 14 years after starting as the Ex-
ecutive Assistant for the Farragut West Knox
Chamber of Commerce in 2011, Julie Blaylock
is still amazed at how much she loves getting
to serve the hundreds of businesses and people
that the chamber interacts with each year. “Ev-
ery time I stand up at an event and hear myself
say that we get to support over 750 businesses
across our region, I'm taken aback; it is an
absolute privilege,” she says. A self-described
“people and resource convener,” Leadership
Knoxville graduate, and recent recipient of the
TNCCE designation for Tennessee chamber
executives, Blaylock oversees daily operations
of a 4-person staff, 12+ committees, and an or-
ganization that offers 100+ programs annually.
She feels she can relate to the many joys and
challenges of busy local small business owners.
“Owning a business or franchise is exciting,
exhausting, but also a potentially very reward-
ing endeavor. Our job is to make that endeavor
easier, make business owners understand they
are NOT alone in their struggles, and make
challenges less difficult to overcome by using
our network to connect them with whatever
help they need: funding, marketing, mentoring,
potential clients or local vendors, and talent.”

For more information on the chamber and
how to become a member, visit www.farragut-
chamber.com

Originally from Nashville, Amanda
moved to Knoxville in 1998 to pursue her
master’s degree and her dream of someday
running a youth sports program. However,
the universe had already chosen a different
path for her.

She began her career at Factory Carpet
Warehouse in 2002 when her husband, Den-
nis, needed help answering the phones. In
2009, when Dennis retired, Amanda took
over the family business and has been run-
ning it like a boss ever since! It is so reward-
ing to be able to say that we are still in busi-
ness after 45 years!

In 2014, Amanda opened up a small vin-
tage shop, her passion, inside Factory Car-
pet, bringing in a whole new clientele. And
now, after running two successful business-
es, she now runs consignment online auc-
tions every week!

So, if you are looking for new flooring for
your home, rental, business, or front porch,
or looking to downsize your belongings but
don’t want to take the time to sell them your-
self, feel free to reach out to Amanda at 865-
689-6740.

September 3, 2025 | farragutpress



September 3, 2025 | farrogutpress Women in Business 9



Bringing together
timeless beauty and
thoughtful design

Meet Lauren Dameron, the creative force
behind Seasons by Lauren, where timeless
beauty and thoughtful design come togeth-
er. Specializing in wedding florals, event dé-
cor, and custom faux arrangements, Lauren

infuses elegance and personality into every
detail she creates. From romantic wedding

Lau ren celebrations to seasonal home styling, her Ll ndsey

work is defined by a modern yet classic .
D am e ro n touch that feels both refined and enduring. D aVI S
Serving Knoxville and the surrounding ar-

eas, Lauren believes every space—whether

Owner a grand event or the comfort of a living Co-Owner/Qperator
room—deserves charm, sophistication, and
Seasons by Lauren lasting beauty. The Casual Pint
865-410-3663 Northshore
@ seasons_bylauren 865-765-6852

northshore.thecasualpint.com

Debby Funk is carrying on her mother Laurae Hathaway’s legacy as owner of the
Embroidery Boutique.

Since her family founded The Casual Pint
in 2011, Lindsey has developed a deep un-
derstanding of running a successful small
business. She began her career behind the
bar as a Beertender, working her way up
through leadership roles including Manag-
er, Franchise Business Coach, and eventu-
ally owner of The Casual Pint Northshore.
Today, she also serves as Vice President of
Supply Chain Management & Logistics for
the nationwide franchise.

Her experience across multiple Casual
Pint locations has given her a unique per-
spective on both operations and strategy.
Lindsey now helps guide aspiring entrepre-
neurs as they launch and grow their own
Casual Pint franchises. Her journey reflects
personal growth as well as a commitment
to empowering others within the craft beer
community.

With a master’s degree in history and a
passion for storytelling, Lindsey brings a
personal touch to every guest interaction.
Under her leadership, The Casual Pint
Northshore has become more than a place
for craft beer, cocktails, wine, and food—it’s
a true community hub rooted in local part-
nerships and giving back.

Funk, who first started working for the family business in 2006, said her parents opened under the
name Designs for You in Boca Raton in 1989, and relocated it to Tellico Village in 2005. In 2014, the

business relocated again to its current storefront at 141 Brooklawn St. in Farragut.

“I am eager to see where I can take this company in years to come,” she said. As owner, Funk
strives to fill the shop with never-before-seen items and offers a variety of services, including mono-
gram ming, embroidery and laser-etching. “We have quantity break pricing with the highest quality
digitizing in town,” noted Funk. “And we have no minimums - whether it’s a hundred pieces or just

one piece, we guarantee the fastest and highest quality embroidery experience.”

In addition to Embroidery Boutique, Funk launched Funky’s Snacks in 2020, Funky’s Snacks sells
Beef Jerky, Jams, Mustards and candy which can be purchased at the Farragut shop or online. Debby Funk

Embroidery Boutique
141 Brooklawn St West
Knoxville, TN 37934
(865) 392-1024
o Moat Snacks: embroideryboutiqueknox.com

, s, Funky’
Funky’s s:::ll:)"’s Hot sauces:

funkysmeatsnacks.com
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Penny
Ellison

Owner

Mr. Handyman
865-293-0080

westknoxville@mrhandyman.com

Joy
Hamlett

Owner

Bradley’s
865-694-0400
hello@shopbradleys.com
shopbradleys.com
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Penny Ellison Named IFA
Franchisee of the Year for 2024

The International Franchise Association (IFA)
has honored Penny Ellison, owner of Mr. Handy-
man of West Knoxville, as a 2024 Franchisee of the
Year. Recognized at the IFA’s 65th Annual Conven-
tion in Las Vegas, Ellison was celebrated for her
excellence as a franchise owner and operator.

A Jefferson County native, Penny began her ca-
reer in Newport before launching Mr. Handyman
in Knoxville with her husband. After his passing
in 2019, she continued to lead the business with
strength and determination. For over 15 years, Mr.
Handyman of West Knoxville has earned a repu-
tation for trusted, high-quality home repair and
maintenance services.

Penny’s customer-first philosophy is central to
her success. “Customers are short on time, tools,
and talent,” she says. “They need a company they
can trust.” That trust, paired with her exceptional
team, has led to continued recognition across the
Mr. Handyman franchise system.

For expert service backed by award-winning
leadership, turn to Penny Ellison and her team.
Learn more at www.mrhandyman.com/west-
knoxville

Joy Hamlett is the owner of Bradley’s Gift
and Home in Knoxville, Tennessee, where
she has poured her heart into creating a
beautiful, welcoming shopping experience
for the past 25 years.

Joy’s husband Brad started Bradley’s in
1995 selling the most delicious handmade
chocolates in Knoxville. Joy started help-
ing Brad with the shop in 2000. “I’'ve always
loved design and visual merchandising so I
was excited to help Bradley’s grow by think-
ing outside of the ‘chocolate box.’ I got cre-
ative with product displays, branding, and
overall atmosphere and it worked.” Brad-
ley’s has been growing steadily ever since
and is opening their second location in Far-
ragut this September. Joy attributes their
success not just to hard work and creativity
but also the relationships she’s cultivated
over the years. “This community has been
so loving and supportive of our family and
business with many of

our customers becoming sweet friends.”

Dr. Kimberly
Grande

Co-founder
The Skin Wellness Center

10215 Kingston Pike Suite 200
Knoxville TN 37922

865-584-8580
theskinwellnesscenter.net

Mikki
Jacobs

MSN, FNP-BC
Owner + Nurse Practitioner

VibrantMe Wellness Clinic
Office 865-288-0450
VibrantMeWellness.com
mikki@vibrantmewellness.com

Dr. Kimberly Grande is a board-certified
dermatologist and a fellow of the American
Academy of Dermatology. She received her
medical degree at University of Nebraska and
completed her residency in dermatology at
Baylor College of Medicine.

Dr. Grande has a passion for developing last-
ing relationships with her patients and helping
them to combat skin cancers and other diseas-
es of the skin with cutting-edge technologies.

“I was compelled by the field of dermatol-
ogy when following physicians in more gener-
alized specialties who would point out subtle
changes on the skin during physical exam,”
she said. “These changes would be clues to
the potential of systemic or internal diseases
such as liver or kidney disease. I felt a bit like
Sherlock Holmes piecing together details to
come to an important diagnosis which would
otherwise have been missed. Dermatology is
a little like the practice of art...it is color, pat-
terns, and textures. Skin surgery requires an
artistic eye and aesthetic medicine is best ac-
complished by a sculptor who understands the
science behind what is perceived as beauty and
attractiveness.”

As co-founders of The Skin Wellness Center,
Dr. Grande and Dr. Meredith Overholt stand
out as a leading partnership in the dermatol-
ogy field in Knoxville.

MikKi Jacobs, FNP-BC, is a board-certified
Family Nurse Practitioner and the founder
of VibrantMe Wellness Clinic. She earned
her Master of Science in Nursing from the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 2012
and is a certified aesthetic injector through
the American Academy of Facial Esthetics
(AAFE).

With a background in internal medicine
and primary care, Mikki provides a well-
rounded, patient-centered approach to care.
Her clinical focus includes medical weight
loss, IV therapy, aesthetic injectables, and
longevity medicine, helping patients not
only improve their health but also feel confi-
dent and vibrant at every stage of life.

Passionate about empowering patients
with tools for lasting wellness, MikKki blends
her medical expertise with a genuine dedi-
cation to individualized care.

Outside of the clinic, she enjoys life with
her husband, Dave, and their two children.
She also loves reading and traveling.
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Pearl Scott Health and Beauty was cre-
ated from both love and loss, inspired by
the timeless elegance of my grandmother,
whom I lost in 2022. She was the heart of
my world—her influence shaped my passion
for helping others feel loved, welcome, ac-
cepted, and beautiful. Together, we shared a
love of pearls. She would remind me often
to wear them as a symbol of strength, grace,
and connection. Carrying her maiden name
forward through this business is my way of
honoring her legacy.

. As the owner of Pearl Scott Health and
JI” Langer Beauty, my mission is simple yet deeply
personal: to bring beauty back to timeless

Founder elegance. In a world where trends come and

go, I believe true beauty lies in subtlety, re-
finement, and authenticity. My goal is to

Pearl Scott provide treatments and experiences that en-

Health and Beauty hance natural beauty, never overwhelm it,

865-454-2122 and always leave clients feeling radiant and
confident.

pearlscottbeauty.com

You seek endless opportunities. We grant them...globally.
That’s our standard.

https://knoxville.evrealestate.com/join-as-an-advisor
Engel & Vélkers Knoxville | 11347 Parkside Drive

Knoxville, TN 37934 | Office: 865.221.8601
knoxville @ evrealestate.com | www.knoxville.evrealestate.com

©2023 Engel & Vélkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Vélkers and its
independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principle of the Fair Housing Act.
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Carolyn
Levy Gilliam

Attorney

McDonald, Levy &

Taylor, PLLC
Phone: 865-966-4343
carolyn@mltlaw.com

A Top Attorney in her field

Carolyn Levy Gilliam serves as an attorney
at McDonald, Levy & Taylor PLLC, primarily
practicing in the areas of wills, trusts, elder
law, conservatorships, probates, business
matters, and litigation regarding these areas.

Gilliam, a graduate of the University of
Tennessee’s College of Law, was named
as a Top Attorney for 2023 in the Knoxville
Cityview Magazine in Social Security Dis-
ability, Elder Law and Adoption, Wills/Pro-
bate and Estate Planning/Trusts as well as a
Best Lawyer: Ones to Watch in America for
Elder Law, Litigation - Trusts and Estates
and Trusts and Estates.

An active member of the community, Gil-
liam is a Board Member of the Dream Con-
nection, Inc., an all-volunteer organization
that fulfills the dreams of children that have
life-threatening illnesses.

She and her husband, Eric, and two young
kids live in Farragut and attend Shoreline
Church.
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Kat Mahn

Owner

Kat’s Lash Lounge
& Wax Studio

865-392-1014
www.Katslashlounge.com
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Making people look pretty

Kat Mahn, owner of Kat’s Lash Lounge &
Wax Studio, always has been drawn to the
beauty business.

“I liked making people look pretty,” she said.

After 10 months of operating at Saah Salon
along South Campbell Station Road, she has
moved to a larger brick-and-mortar location,
next to The Bark Place, at 11410 Kingston Pike,
Suite 300, near the intersection of Kingston
Pike and South Campbell Station Road.

Mahn went to college after graduating from
high school and earned an English degree, but
“this is what I wanted to do,” she said about be-
ing an aesthician. “So I went back to school for
this after I had my daughter.”

A licensed aesthician for 16 years, she start-
ed her career in 2005 in South Carolina.

“Then, we were in Ohio for nine years and
Georgia for two,” Mahn added.

While in Georgia, a friend encouraged her to
open her own business in 2018. Then, her hus-
band, Joseph Mahn, a mechanical engineer,
was transferred to Hardin Valley, and they
moved to Knoxville.

She again took a leap and opened a studio in
Saah Salon Suites, only to grow her business
and move to a brick-and-mortar location.

Kat Mahn

Owner
Kat’s Purrfect Getaways

803-743-6348
www.Katspurrfectgetaways.com

Kat’s Purrfect Getaways

Farragut’s own Kat Mahn has turned her
passion for travel into a thriving business with
Kat’s Purrfect Getaways. As a full-service trav-
el advisor, Kat specializes in crafting stress-
free, personalized vacations—from cruises
and European adventures to Disney trips and
luxury getaways.

Her approach is simple: listen, plan, and de-
liver unforgettable experiences. “My goal is to
take the stress off my clients and make their
travel dreams come true,” Kat says. She’s there
every step of the way, ensuring details are han-
dled and her clients feel supported from book-
ing to return.

As a woman-owned business, Kat takes pride
in providing personalized service and genuine
care that large online sites can’t match. With
a loyal client base and a heart for her commu-
nity, she continues to help travelers create life-
long memories.

Plan your next getaway at http://www.
KatsPurrfectGetaways.com or call 803-743-6348

September 3, 2025 | farragutpress



THE WOMEN

of Wallace Real Estate

East Tennessee’s Premier Full-Service Real Estate Solution
Committed to the highest professional standards.

FARRAGUT OFFICE
10815 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

SIX LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
« Farragut - Bearden Hill - Lakeside
East Tennessee's Premier Full-Service Real Estate Solution. = Northshore - West Town = North

\ BUYING OR SELLING WE'RE THE 1111'S TO CALL! (865) 966-1111 /
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Christine
Drimalla

Realtor, Broker

Wallace Real Estate
Direct: 865-617-1477
Office: 865-966-1111

christine.drimalla@wallacetn.com
christinedrimalla.com

dori
paviovsky

“The House Lady”

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
865-300-8234
865-966-1111
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WALLACE REALTORS® FARRAGUT

With a wealth of local market knowledge,
Christine Drimalla is dedicated to helping
individuals and families reach their real es-
tate goals throughout the greater Knoxville
area.

The relocation specialist at Wallace Real
Estate combines her extensive experience in
construction, design and renovation with a
unique ability to visualize a property’s true
potential to provide first-class service and
deliver impressive results.

From finding your dream home to prepar-
ing your home for the market, Christine’s
top priority is to thoroughly attend to all
your real estate needs and guide you toward
the best long-term decision for your specific
situation.

“I take great care to educate and advise
my clients with an informed and compre-
hensive assessment of their specific require-
ments,” she said.

Covering and clearly anticipating every
angle found in the multitude of details in
each transaction, Christine’s client-focused
approach ultimately ensures her clients’
goals are achieved, even when met with the
most difficult challenges.

For more information, visit
christinedrimalla.com.

With over four decades of experience in
the real estate industry, dori pavlovsky, af-
fectionately known as “The House Lady”,
has been a trusted name since 1978. Her
deep knowledge and passion for listing and
selling houses make her a go-to expert for
clients looking to sell their homes or pur-
chase a new one.

Specializing in fine properties, dori com-
bines professional expertise with a friendly
upbeat approach, ensuring a seamless and
enjoyable experience for every client.

Throughout her illustrious career, she
has won numerous awards for production
and continually enhances her skills through
extensive training and classes. She is a
Broker, a Relocation Specialist and a Certi-
fied Stager. Most recently she has earned
The Certified Luxury Home Marketing
Specialist designation and is certified with
Luxury Portfolio and Leading Real Estate of
the World.

Her dedication to excellence and client
satisfaction sets her apart in the competitive
real estate market. She loves her job!

Sahel
Naimy

Real Estate Broker

Wallace Real Estate
Office: 865-966-1111
Cell: 865-765-1961
sahel.naimy@wallacetn.com
www.SoldBySahel.com

Kristy
Rucker

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
865-378-8789
kristy.rucker@wallacetn.com

Dedicated to my
Profession and to ...YOU!

Sahel has been in residential real estate for the
past 25 years and with Wallace Real Estate since
2004. “Dedicated to My Profession and to... YOU”
is Sahel’s slogan. “I am honored to able to help my
clients to achieve their real estate goals with every
closing. Honesty, establishing trust, and going the
extra mile is what can be expected of me when I
am representing my clients”. Sahel’s extensive ex-
perience and negotiating skills ensure her buyer
clients to put their best foot forward in submitting
a winning offer.

She is able to guide her seller clients with data,
facts and effective marketing strategies in order
to obtain the highest value for their property in
this tight market. Sahel has been successful in
remaining a Top Producer with Wallace Real
Estate and she takes pride and joy in her chosen
full time career. Sahel is also committed to con-
tinuing education and she has achieved numerous
designations and certifications. Sahel is a Certi-
fied Residential Specialist (CRS),Graduate Realtor
institute (GRI), Senior Real Estate Specialist
(SRES), Military Relocation Professional (MRP)
and Real Estate Negotiation Expert (RENE). Sahel
can be reached directly at 865-765-1961 or feel free
to email her at sahel.naimy@wallacetn.com for all
your real estate needs.

Bringing her passion for
helping others to real estate

After 25 years of a career in medicine as
a Nurse Practitioner, Kristy transferred her
passion for helping others to a career in real
estate. Her experience in buying and selling
properties in California, along the West
Coast has given her first hand knowledge
of the real estate process. “I bring honesty
and integrity along with dedication and
attention to detail to my interactions with
my clients” says Rucker. Recognized in 2023
as number 10 of the top 25 agents at Wal-
lace Real Estate and one of the top 5 buyer
agents.

Recognized in 2024 as one the top 25
agents, #8 agent for Wallace overall and the
agent with the most $1 million dollar plus
transactions for 2024.

Kristy is customer-service-oriented
and always committed to listening to her
clients’ needs. Whether navigating the way
for a first time home buyer or assisting the
seasoned investor, she looks forward to uti-
lizing her keen negotiating skills to ensure
a successful transaction. She is always le-
veraging her skills and experience to exceed
her client’s expectations.
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Deborah
Saunders

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
865-548-0952
britchickagent@gmail.com

Michelle
Stockdale

Realtor

Wallace & Wallace
(865) 803-4993
michelle.stockdale@wallacetn.com
sellinghomesinmyhometown.com

WALLACE REALTORS® FARRAGUT

Originally from England, Deborah Saunders
made Knoxville her home in 1993 after moving
from London.

After three decades shaping young minds as
a teacher, Deborah embraced a new adventure
in 2013 - real estate — a career that, surprising-
ly, isn’t all that different from the classroom.

“Both teaching and real estate are really
about breaking down big ideas into manage-
able steps and handling each moment as it
comes, while staying ready for whatever sur-
prises may pop up,” said Deborah, now proud-
ly serving as an agent with Wallace.

Known for her calm, steady approach, Deb-
orah helps clients navigate everything from
small jitters to big panics with confidence and
care. She especially enjoys guiding first-time
homebuyers, walking them through each stage
of the journey with patience and a smile.

“If you put the emphasis on serving people
well, the results naturally follow,” Deborah
shared. Even after closing day, she makes it
a point to be there for her clients, offering ad-
vice, reassurance, or simply a listening ear.
“I truly enjoy treating people kindly and mak-
ing the process as smooth — and even fun - as
it can be.”

After raising four daughters, Knoxville na-
tive Michelle Stockdale became a Realtor in
2021.

She works for Wallace Real Estate’s Far-
ragut office, 10815 Kingston Pike, and cites
motherhood to her four “amazing girls” as a
catalyst for her business model.

“Family is most important to me, and I un-
derstand the importance of finding a place
that truly feels like home,” she said.

Stockdale has lived in Farragut since 1985,
giving her a unique and well-researched fa-
miliarity “that helps me find [my clients]
their perfect home in the area I know and
love.”

Stockdale not only helps her clients find
homes, she helps them sell theirs, too, bring-
ing her “commitment to hard work, reliabil-
ity, and putting my clients needs first.

“Being a Realtor is very satisfying because
I love helping people: guiding them through
the selling process or helping them find their
dream home,” she added.

When she’s not working, “you can catch
me riding my motorcycle through the beau-
tiful Tennessee landscape,” Stockdale said.
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Barbara
Stevens

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
Mobile: 865-898-6663
Office: 865-966-1111
barbara@wallacetn.com

Cherie
Sydes

REALTOR®, ABR®
Wallace Real Estate
Cell: 865-660-1074

www.CherieSydesKnoxville.com
CherieSydes@gmail.com

Specializing as “agents
with family roots”

Specializing as “Agents with Family Roots”
at Wallace Real Estate Barbara Stevens works
alongside her husband and daughter.

Stevens’ two-decade career as owner of a cor-
porate relocation company also allows her

to empathize with clients who are moving
to a new place. “I know the pain and suffering
that people go through when they are making
decisions about where they’re going to live,” she
said.

“I understand, and I want to develop a rela-
tionship with my clients, get to know them and
their families, not just for one transaction but a
long- lasting relationship where they refer to me
as their Realtor.” I am blessed with opportuni-
ties to be invited into peoples’ lives so that I can
walk alongside them not only as their Real Es-
tate Professional, but as their advocate through-
out the real estate process. I believe everyone
deserves quality of services, regardless if they
are first-time home buyers or seasoned sellers.

I am most proud of the fact that after all these
years, I still love what I do and am continued
to be blessed with the opportunity to serve and
hopefully make a difference in people’s lives.

Cherie Sydes is a native of Knoxville, TN
and has lived in several parts of the area,
gaining familiarity with the changes and
growth in and around Knoxville. Having
had strong ties to the East Tennessee area
and her passion for helping people give
Cherie the ability to be creative with the
home buying/selling process. Cherie has
worked in the Real Estate industry for more
than seven years before launching her ca-
reer as a licensed Real Estate Agent giving
her more than a decade of experience. This
invaluable insight has provided Cherie with
substantial exposure to many aspects of the
real estate industry.

Raised to be resilient and a hard worker
with a winning attitude, Cherie believes in
integrity and reliability in her everyday
life and professional career. Her goal is to
make your buying/selling experience as
easy and stress-free as possible.

Cherie’s Pledge: “Whether you are
buying or selling, I will dedicate my
complete attention and honesty every buyer
and seller deserves!”
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Tamy
Wilson

Realtor, ABR, SRS,
Luxury Property Specialist

Wallace Real Estate
865.966.1111
tamywilsonrealtor@gmail.com

Debbie
Yankey

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
865-966-1111
865-414-8818

debbie@debbieyankey.com
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WALLACE REALTORS® FARRAGUT

Passionate about people,
dedicated to results

Tamy Wilson is a dedicated REALTOR® with
over 20 years of experience, licensed since 2004.
Originally from Flowery Branch, Georgia, she
has proudly called Knoxville home for the past
seven years and has quickly become a trusted re-
source for buyers, sellers, and investors through-
out the area. Tamy holds both the Accredited
Buyer Representative and Seller Representative
Specialist designations, showcasing her expertise
on both sides of a transaction. Tamy also proudly
holds the Certified Luxury Home Marketing Spe-
cialist certification, allowing her to provide guid-
ance and expertise in the Luxury Market as well.
Tamy would be honored to assist you with your
real estate goals and add you to her long list of
extremely satisfied clients.

When you meet Debbie Yankey, you quickly real-
ize she’s more than a Realtor®. She’s a storyteller, a
connector, and someone who genuinely believes East
Tennessee is one of the best places to call home.

For over 30 years, Debbie has helped people not just
buy and sell houses, but find the right backdrop for
their lives. She has a knack for seeing the story behind
every front door—whether it’s a lakeside estate, a first
home, or a quiet country retreat. “Real estate isn’t
about transactions,” Debbie says. “It’s about people,
and helping them take the next step in their journey.”

Her clients will tell you she’s equal parts strategist
and cheerleader—someone who can negotiate tough
deals one moment and offer a calming word the next.
That balance, what Debbie calls “grit with grace,” has
become her signature.

But Debbie’s impact reaches far beyond her
business. She’s deeply rooted in the community,
proudly highlighting the lifestyle that makes East
Tennessee shine—whether it’s the walking trails, the
lakefront sunsets, or the vibrant local businesses she
supports. “Home isn’t just four walls,” she explains.
“It’s the people, the traditions, and the connections we
build here.”

Family is at the heart of everything Debbie does.
She credits her loved ones for shaping her values of
hard work and compassion—and she admits her Shih
Tzu, Lily Grace, has become both her desk-side com-
panion and a little piece of her brand. “She’s my side-
kick,” Debbie laughs. “People sometimes remember
Lily before they remember me!”

Ask Debbie what keeps her motivated after decades
in the business, and her answer comes easy: the peo-
ple. “It’s a privilege,” she says, “to sit with someone in
one chapter of life and help them step into the next.
That’s what makes every day exciting.”

I began my real estate journey in 2007 and
quickly discovered my passion for helping
people find a place to call home. Growing up
in Russia taught me the value of family and
community, and later, twelve years in Ger-
many gave me a love for people, cultures,
and building lasting connections. Those ex-
periences shaped who I am today and con-
tinue to guide the way I serve my clients.

Knoxville has become my home, and I am
inspired daily by East Tennessee’s scenic

beauty, vibrant communities, and welcom-
ing spirit. I am dedicated to helping buyers
and sellers navigate the local market with
confidence, providing guidance, insight, and
personalized attention every step of the way.

For me, real estate is about more than
transactions - it’s about relationships, trust,
and helping clients find a place where they
truly feel at home. I am committed to mak-
ing every experience smooth, rewarding,
and meaningful.

Elena
Yakubov

Realtor

Wallace Real Estate
865-966-1111 (office)
865-244-5614 (mobile)
elena@wallacetn.com

HardinYalley
LIVING

In the November 2025 edition, Hardin Valley Living will feature a ...
Women 1n Business section.

We are offering a special rate for those who wish
to pick-up their profile featured in the
farragutpress Women in Business.

Contact Kathy Hartman at
865-218-8878 or khartman@farragutpress.com
for more information.

Hardin Valley Living is a quarterly special publication of farragutpress.
5,000 copies will be distributed exclusively in the Hardin Valley area.
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Cheers to all the women who own, work
at and support our Farragut business community!

Br|dal Showers - Business Luncheons - Space for
private events available (clubs, events, holidays, gatherings)

Luxury Faux Florals for your event
Seasonal Decorating for your home or business -

865-392-1586 | 607 N. Campbell Station Road, Farragut, TN 37934

Monday 3pm-10pm - Tuesday-Thursday 1lam-11pm
KNOX COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREAS Friday & Saturday TTam-12am - Closed Sundzy Sean i r ode o
i entertainment schedule
Lauren Dameron | Season’s by Lauren | 865-410-3663 | @ seasons_bylauren Hours vary depending on staff.
I wunHtaintoWinsKaosvlscon - wekaoavlsggmallcon

Customers are Our Number One Priority!

Whether it’s a new home purchase or refinance, FHA
or VA, escrow services, cash transaction or more...
we provide security and peace of mind for buyers,

sellers, lenders, and realtors.

Come see us at 9700 Kingston Pike, Suite 6, Franklin Square * (865) 539-4910 phone ® (865) 539-4908 fax * www.crowntitleknox.com
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Melody
Matney

Executive Director

Villages of Farragut

865-671-2500
melody@villagesfarragut.com

Linda
Meese

Realtor,

Realty Executive
Associates

865-591-6004
linda@lindameese.com
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Passionate about her
community & the people in it

Melody Matney, Executive Director of The Vil-
lages of Farragut, is genuinely cut-out for her line
of work. Born in Knoxville and a life-long resident
of East Tennessee, Matney is passionate about her
community and the residents she serves. After los-
ing her father unexpectedly to a terminal illness,
Matney took a particular interest in Long-Term
Care, and attained her license in LTC insurance.
She began her career as a sole proprietor and busi-
ness owner, selling the business after 14 years, and
then managed businesses for a nationally known
hospitality corporation, growing through the ex-
perience. Her love for people would eventually lead
her to her true passion of serving seniors. Matney
was recruited to work at a senior living commu-
nity in Sevierville. She was promoted to Executive
Director after only 15 months, and remained with
that company for several years. “My heart was still
in Knoxville,” she explained. So, when The Villages
of Farragut announced their ground-breaking, she
applied and joined their team before opening in
2019 to serve as Executive Director. “I'm extremely
fortunate to be working for this company and serv-
ing seniors in this community. We truly want to be
part of the fabric of Farragut, and what we do is all
about love for our residents.” It’s clear that Melody
Matney has a heart for people and service to her
community.

Helping clients
obtain their goals

For over 39 years plus full-time, 2024 Wom-
en Council of REALTORS TN State President
Linda Meese has been bringing residential or
commercial buyers, property management
and sellers together. She is knowledgeable in
land, residential, commercial, and property
management also real estate consultation

“I help my clients obtain their goals, wheth-
er buying or selling, by providing them with
local market expertise and counseling on all
aspects of the real estate transaction to ensure
that the process be effortless and stress free,”
she said.

“It’s important to be knowledgeable about
the industry in order to provide information to
help others get what they want. I have several
designations, that have taken years to get, so 1
can be knowledgeable in my field,” said Meese.

Linda Meese, Realtor, Realty Executive
Associates in Farragut, the ‘Key to Your
Next Move!” Call her at 865-591-6004 or 865-
693-3232; linda@lindameese.com or Visit
www.LindaMeese.com

Jennifer
McKinnish

Attorney

McKinnish Law
865-229-9854

www.mckinnishlaw.com

Dana
Moser

Realtor

Realty Executives Farragut
C: 865-387-0628
0: 865-693-3232
moserdana@gmail.com

Jennifer McKinnish received her bach-
elor’s degree in Political Science from the
University of Tennessee and attended law
school at the University of Memphis. After
working for a year in Memphis at boutique
domestic relations firm, she returned to
Knoxuville to pursue her love of family law.

McKinnish, who also practices disability
law, says the best part of the job is helping
others in their darkest times and getting to
know clients on a personal level.

“My motivation is to see each client as an
individual,” she said.

This focus on relationships has certainly
paid off as in the last five years along, the
firm has expanded to cover all of East Ten-
nessee, while still maintaining a personal
touch with every case.

In addition to being a successful small
business owner and attorney, Jennifer is an
active member in the community including
serving on the Concord Christain School
Board. Her greatest accomplishment of all
is at home where she is single mom to two
amazing children.

Fifteen plus years of
listening to her customers

Dana has a high level of expertise in the
local market from 15 plus years of experi-
ence and has a remarkable track record of
delivering results. She has lived in the Knox-
ville area for more than 30 years and gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude from the Universi-
ty of Tennessee. Having raised two children
here, she believes this is a great place to live
and work.

Whether you are a First time Buyer, mov-
ing up or down, or an experienced investor,
Dana can help you in finding the property of
your dreams or simply what fits your needs
now. Dana will be your resource for any
questions you may have about Real Estate
or the Community.

“She listens intently, responds quickly,
and follows up.”

“My goal is to make your next move.....
Your Best Move EVER!”
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Christina
Ng

Owner

Angel Nails
865-777-0365
hhpcd@yahoo.com

Christina Ng, owner of Angel Nails in
Farragut and a native of Vietnam, has called
the Farragut area home for nearly two de-
cades. Recently, she earned the title of Mrs.
Tennessee Petite 2025, reaching the Top 10 fi-
nalists and receiving the esteemed People’s
Choice Award.

Currently, Christina is preparing for her
next chapter: competing in the Mrs. Uni-
versal Petite 2026 pageant, where she will
proudly represent her birth country, Viet-
nam.

A former foster mother, Christina under-
stands the journey from darkness to light.
Her life experiences have shaped her unwav-
ering belief that healing and transformation
are possible.

Her platform, White Lotus Rising, is dedi-
cated to empowering survivors — helping
them reclaim their dignity, assert their
rights, and embrace the beauty that can
emerge from even the most painful begin-
nings. Whether in Knoxville, Tennessee, or
across the globe in Vietnam, Christina re-
mains committed to breaking the silence,
creating safe spaces, and showing the world
that from the depths of adversity, we rise.
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Dr. Meredith
Overholt

Co-founder
The Skin Wellness Center

10215 Kingston Pike Suite 200
Knoxville TN 37922

865-584-8580
theskinwellnesscenter.net

Dr. Meredith Overholt is a board-certified
dermatologist and a fellow of the American
Academy of Dermatology. She received her
medical degree from Baylor College of Medi-
cine and has been practicing in the field of der-
matology for over 30 years.

Dr. Overholt has a passion for educating her
patients about diseases of the skin and the im-
portance of regular skin exams. She is excited
to be able to offer the latest in medical advance-
ments in the treatment of skin disorders. Most
recently, offering a non-surgical treatment for
skin cancers called SRT, or Superficial Radia-
tion Therapy.

In 2005, Dr. Overholt and Dr. Kimberly
Grande co-founded The Skin Wellness Cen-
ter in Knoxville. Together, Drs. Overholt and
Grande lead a group of female physician assis-
tants, nurse practitioners, aestheticians, and
nurses who are passionate about bringing the
gold standard in medical and cosmetic derma-
tology to East TN.

Dr. Overholt also serves on the Board of
Ambassadors for the American Cancer Soci-
ety. For this year’s 2022 Hope Gala on behalf of
the American Cancer Society, both Dr. Mere-
dith Overholt, and husband Dr. Mark Overholt
will have the distinguished honor of hosting
the Gala’s open house event.
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Rhonda
Queen

Officer Manager,
processor and
Closing Agent

Crown Title
Insurance Agency
865-539-4910
www.crowntitleknox.com

Amy
Shewmake

Owner
Simply Magical Vacations

by Amy

www.alwaysmagicallyyours.com
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Rhonda Queen grew up in a small midwest-
ern farm town in Illinois and moved to Southern
California in 1983. A few years later, her husband,
Paul, was offered a job in East Tennessee, where
they’ve since remained and raised their three
daughters, Michelle, Felicia and Christine.

“We traveled around enough to realize this is
where we wanted to raise our family,” said Queen.
“It has been our home for nearly four decades
now.”

Queen, who serves as officer manager, proces-
sor and closing agent at Crown Title Insurance
Agency, said she initially worked in the banking
and mortgage end of the business, until 1995,
when the company’s founder Emma Jo White
hired her as a title specialist.

“She taught me most of what I now know,” she
said of White. “I now realize the reason I enjoy the
title business is the people I get to meet and help
through what might be the most important pur-
chase in their life.”

In fact, this emphasis on connecting with cus-
tomers is precisely what’s contributed to Crown
Title’s massive growth in recent years.

“I take pride in knowing that Robb White and I
have built Crown Title from a small company to
nearly three times its size over the past twenty
years,” Queen said. “In this business, you have to
be very detail oriented. Everything -- no matter
how small -- has to be right. People count on us.”

Amy Shewmake’s love of travel began when she
was a young girl, adventuring across the United
States with her family.

“I grew up loving to travel and making memories
with my own family,” said Shewmake, noting that
this passion ultimately sparked a desire to assist
others in planning their own vacations. “I wanted to
help others have similar experiences.”

In 2014, after spending years planning travel as a
hobby, Shewmake joined Simply Magical Vacations,
a group of travel advisors that focus on making vaca-
tions as stress-free as possible.

“We want to make your vacation simple and magi-
cal,” said Shewmake, who specializes in planning
family vacations in North America, South America,
Europe and the Caribbean. “Vacations should not
be stressful, but a time to make memories with your
family.”

In addition to easing the planning process, Shew-
make added that Simply Magical Vacations’ client-
focused approach also ensures travelers get the best
value for their investment.

“The biggest misconception people have about
travel agents is that using one is going to cost them
time and money, but the opposite is true,” she ex-
plained. “Whenever you book a cruise, all-inclusive,
theme park, hotel, or car rental the cost of a travel
advisor is already included. If you do not use one, the
company keeps the money. If you do, then you get a
travel advisor included complimentary in your pack-
age price! The best thing is that travel advisors do
not work for those companies that pay them — they
work for their clients.”

For more information about Simply Magical Vaca-
tions by Amy, visit www.alwaysmagicallyyours.com.

With 30 years of experience, Jessica Ronning
has worn many hats: stylist, mentor, educator, and
now, business owner.

In 2021, Jessica and her fiancé took a leap of faith
and opened Beauty and the Beard. What began in
a small suite quickly grew into something bigger
than they imagined. Just seven months later, the
opportunity came to move into a larger space at
Village Green Shopping Center. They seized it, and
the salon hasn’t stopped growing since.

Today, Beauty and the Beard is home to 14 styl-

ists, each bringing their own creativity and skill to
the team. Jessica continues to fuel her passion for

JeSSica education by bringing in training and new tech-

niques, ensuring her stylists are always learning

R O n n i n g and clients are always inspired.
For Jessica, success isn’'t measured only by
. growth—it’s about creating a salon filled with joy,
Owner & Stylist where stylists thrive and clients leave feeling their

best. It’s that dedication to people, education, and
community that makes Beauty and the Beard more

Beauty and the Beard than just a salon—it’s a dream brought to life.

865-392-1107
Beautyandthebeardknox.com

When It Matters Most

Focusing in Family Law and
Social Security Disability

Our attorneys offer a range of legal services from
family law (including divorce, child custody and
adoption) to serious injury, criminal defense and
Social Security Disability benefits representation.

Our experienced attorneys are committed
to serving families across East TN.

REQUEST A CONSULTATION TODAY

McKinnish Law Group, PLLC

11826 Kingston Pike, Suite 220
(Same building as Josh Ellis State Farm and
West Knox Chamber)

Farragut, TN 37934 | 865-233-1105

www.mckinnishlaw.com

Free initial consultations
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Sandi
Simpson

Community Relations
Director

The Villages of Farragut
865-671-2500

Sandi Simpson graduated from the University of Ten-
nessee in 1980 with a degree in Child and Family Services
with plans to become a Social Worker. Prior to working
in senior living, Sandi worked as a stay-at-home mom for
20 years. When her mother fell ill with Alzheimer’s, she
dropped everything to make sure she gave her mother
the care that was needed, and then, she realized her call-
ing; helping seniors live a happier and healthier life.

After their children were grown, she became one of
the first active volunteers at her church, Concord United
Methodist Church’s adult daycare program, Concord
Adult Day Enrichment Services (CADES).

Simpson then started working part-time at a local as-
sisted living community for three years and spent an-
other six years at an independent living community as
Lifestyle Director, and later, as the Leasing Director.
During her time as leasing director, she was able to keep
the community 99% leased, which led to her recruitment
by The Villages of Farragut.

“I fell in love with taking care of seniors,” she said,
noting that she initially joined the Villages team as the
Resident Event Director. Simpson took over her current
position just before COVID-19 pandemic began. At the
time, the community was 50 % occupied. Even through
the restraints that were put into place to keep the resi-
dents safe, she has been able to increase the occupancy
to a current 98%.

So far, Simpson’s favorite part of the job is helping
families navigate through life’s transitions and bringing
joy to residents and their families.

“I hope to bring smiles to the residents’ faces and
make life for their family easier every day, “ she said.

Simpson’s dedication to her company, her career, and
most importantly, the seniors she serves is unsurpassed.
In addition, she has shown that it is never too late to find
your passion, and for her, it was helping senior citizens
\stay connected with their community and ensuring the
quality of life they deserve.
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Sara
Sizemore

Owner

Southern Safety
Supply
865-673-0140
sara@southernsafety.com
southernsafety.com

Celeémmtg 96 Voors

Sara Sizemore started Southern Safety Sup-
ply in 1997 from her Knoxville living room with
a UTK degree and the conviction that local con-
tractors deserved better than long lead times.
Twenty-seven years later, her showroom at 207
Center Park Drive stocks thousands of prod-
ucts that keep all workers safe.

For example, while big box stores carry four
glove types, Sara stocks over a dozen because
she learned early that the wrong glove costs
companies in injury claims and lost time. “I
spent years understanding exactly what each
industry needs,” Sara explains. “That knowl-
edge saves lives and saves money.”

Sara built Southern Safety by outworking
national competitors. Southern Safety main-
tains inventory others call excessive - until
emergency orders prove her right. Her com-
pany equipped Knoxville’s multi-use stadi-
um construction and supplies safety gear to
Amazon’s local operations. These companies
choose Southern Safety because Sara delivers
what they need, when they need it. Just ask
Wal-Mart Distribution Centers across the na-
tion.

“We build trust through consistency and at-
tention to detail,” Sara notes. “That’s not cus-
tomer service theory. That’s how you run a
business that lasts.”

Carpet - Hardwood - Luxury Vinyl - Vinyl
6012 Clinton Hwy | Knoxville, TN

GIVE US A CALL

865.689.6740

S
. BBB

factorycarpet.net

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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Erin
Stidham

Executive Director

Davis Family YMCA
865-661-9622
estidham@ymcaknoxville.org

Diana Van
Leuven

Founder and CEQ

The VAN LEUVEN
Company

800-520-1834 ext. 1

diana@theVanLeuvencompany.com
www.thevanleuvencompany.com
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Erin Stidham has dedicated the past six
years to serving with the YMCA, where she
now leads as Executive Director of her branch.
Throughout her journey, Erin has been guid-
ed by incredible leadership mentors who have
shaped her growth and inspired her passion
for service. She is deeply committed to help-
ing others, finding joy in watching individuals
grow in confidence, improve their health, and
strengthen their overall well-being.

For Erin, the YMCA is more than just a
workplace—it is a blessing. She treasures its
role as a safe, welcoming space where laugh-
ter, fun, and meaningful connections flour-
ish. The Y provides opportunities for people
of all ages and backgrounds to come togeth-
er, support one another, and build lasting
community. Erin is proud to serve Knoxville,
Farragut, and the surrounding counties,
fostering an environment where everyone can
belong, thrive, and experience the power of
community.

The VAN LEUVEN Company’s history is de-
fined by the vision and leadership of founder and
CEO Diana Van Leuven. Since its start in St. Lou-
is, MO in 2001 and its relocation to Knoxville, TN
in 2011, the company has reflected Diana’s belief
in building a culture rooted in faith, family, and
professional excellence. Over the past 22 years,
she has attracted a team of marketing profession-
als with diverse expertise who share her passion
for putting people first.

Drawing on her experience with global brands
such as Anheuser-Busch and Weber Shandwick
Worldwide, Diana has guided The VAN LEUVEN
Company to become a trusted partner for clients
across industries including retail, healthcare,
agriculture, and technology. At its core, the firm
is especially dedicated to serving independent
small businesses, helping them strengthen their
brands, expand their reach, and thrive in competi-
tive markets.

Beyond client work, Diana has cultivated a cul-
ture of service, encouraging her team to use their
skills to support organizations and communities
that make a positive impact. She is also a frequent
speaker and mentor, inspiring others to lead with
integrity, purpose, and vision in all that they do.

As The VAN LEUVEN Company celebrates
more than two decades of service, Diana’s com-
mitment to people-first values continues to shape
its mission: supporting clients dedicated to heal-
ing, nurturing, enriching, and sustaining the
world.

Kimberley
Trimble

Chief Administrative Officer

Knoxville TVA
Employees Credit Union
865-544-5400

Krista
Vincill
Owner/CEQO

K&M Marketing
865-635-6209

Kimberley Trimble serves as Chief
Administrative Officer for Knoxville TVA
Employees Credit Union.

Raised in a military family, Kimberley
learned early the value of selflessness and
service. Those lessons shaped her into the
dedicated leader she is today. Her lifelong
love of service is the reason why she is an
invaluable leader of the KTVAECU® team.
Kimberley is firmly committed to the Credit
Union’s philosophy of “People Helping
People, Members Helping Members®”, and
it acts as her guide in service.

Kimberley strives to exceed expectations
in her service to employees, the Credit
Union, and the community. She’s happiest
when she can improve someone’s day, both
professionally and in her personal life. In
her own words, “I love when I can turn a
win-lose situation into a win-win.”

Throughout her 21 years at KTVAECU,
Kimberley has helped orchestrate plenty of
wins, as the Credit Union continues to grow.
About Knoxville TVA Employees Credit Union

Knoxville TVA Employees Credit Union is a not-for-profit,
member-owned, and locally operated financial institution that
serves the community’s financial needs. Membership is available
to anyone who lives, works, attends school, owns a business, or has
eligible family in the following counties: Blount, Hamblen, Jeffer-
son, Knox, Loudon, Roane, Sevier, Sullivan, and Johnson City. The
Credit Union helps Members grow financially by offering a variety
of accounts, including checking, savings, and retirement accounts.
KTVAECU Members have access to twenty-four (24) branch loca-

tions, online banking, a mobile app, and secure chat for 24/7 access
to financial services.

Krista Vincil, owner and CEO of K&M Mar-
keting, is passionate about helping small busi-
nesses grow and thrive. Since founding K&M,
she has focused on delivering custom, results-
driven marketing strategies tailored to each cli-
ent’s unique goals. Krista and her team provide
everything you need—from logo design, busi-
ness cards, and printed materials to mailing
services, billboards, social media management,
SEO, and more.

With years of experience in sales, marketing,
and client growth, Krista is known for provid-
ing creative solutions backed by data and strat-
egy. At K&M Marketing, the mission is simple:
meet you where you are and grow together—
helping businesses build visibility, connect
with their audience, and achieve measurable
success.
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Candace
Viox
Owner

Water Into Wine
Bistro & Lounge

865-392-1586
W2wknoxville@gmail.com

Susan
Worthington

President

Southern Market
Office: 865-588-2260
Cell: 865-455-5588
www.southernmarketshops.com

9 Years in Farragut full of
relationships, support, and community!

Candace Viox opened the popular Farragut desti-
nation, Water into Wine Bistro & Lounge, in May 2016,
and her restaurant is still going strong. The community
support has been overwhelmingly appreciated. The ex-
tension of her lease has ensured she will be operating
in Farragut for a few more years. Catering, community
events and private parties have allowed her brand to
grow in the Knoxville area. While Candace’s team is al-
ready gearing up for the holiday season, she has begun
booking business luncheons and holiday parties. She
loves hosting members of the business community who
enjoy showing their appreciation to their team members,
so if you are looking for a way to tell your staff thank you
for their hard work, Water into Wine is the perfect place
for your private party!

Water into Wine is a different kind of restaurant and
lounge. 9 years of beautiful people and relationships.
Connections are made by the locals who stop in on a reg-
ular basis to the visitors just passing through who have
been told about the beauty of the Farragut area and the
lounge known as the “Farragut Cheers” by some locals
and the “Bible Study Bar” by others. Candace says it is
a “community gathering place where people talk, share,
and care about one another.”

Candace serves as the President of the Farragut
Business Alliance and works closely with local elected
officials advocating for small business support, as well
as serving on the Farragut Tourism & Travel Board.
She contributes to many non-profits including Isaiah’s
House, St. John Newman, Farragut and Hardin Valley
Academy teams and local clubs in the community.

“Everything is in God’s plan, purpose and timing and
Iwill go where He leads next,” said Candace. “Seems God
still wants me in Farragut because I am still here.”

Susan Worthington and her mother, Frances Sexton,
founded The Southern Market almost three decades ago
with the vision of creating an upscale interiors market
that showcased local vendors featuring strictly stylish
merchandise.

With more than 200 current vendors, Worthington said
that The Southern Market offers a variety of products that
range from home decor, gifts, boutique fashions, and art.
We are always looking to enhance our market with excep-
tional new merchants and artists.

“We pioneered a new breed of marketplace in an era of
antique and craft only malls” said Worthington. “Neither
Knoxville -- nor any Southern city we visited for that mat-
ter -- had anything like us at the time. We traveled more
than 20,000 miles throughout the Southeast hand-select-
ing our first merchants over several years. We built our
building entirely for this concept as well.”

Having built this Knoxville staple and entrepreneurial
legacy literally from the ground up and on the pages of
Veranda magazine before they ever opened, these ladies
were destined for success.

Decades later, The Southern Market, located at 5400
Homberg Drive, is still going strong winning Best Gift
Shop and Best Interior Design by Knoxvillians year after
year, and will be celebrating its 29th year in business.

Worthington says the market’s lengthy success is a re-
sult of its focus on recruiting quality, small businesses
from the local community, servicing those businesses’
needs, and garnering mutually successful relationships
that last for many years. We aim to minimize turnover and
maximize our merchants’ successes.

“Southern Market has been promoting ‘shop local’ for
29 years,” she said. “Shop Local is not new to us. We have
loved and embraced shopping local and small businesses
since 1996. We are small business. We are shopping. We
are local. Come shop local at Southern Market.”
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Cathy
Warmbrod

Attorney
McDonald, Levy & Taylor

865-966-4343
888-419-0433
10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200
Knoxville, TN 37934

From physical therapist to
practicing law

Cathy Warmbrod spent years as a physi-
cal therapist before graduating from Lin-
coln Memorial University’s Duncan School
of Law in December and joining the team at
McDonald, Levy & Taylor.

“I needed a change from the very physical
demands of therapy,” said Warmbrod, not-
ing the similarities between law and health-
care. “You meet with your client/patient
and identify their problem; you determine
what their goal for their legal representa-
tion/therapy is; and then you devise a plan
to achieve that goal for your client/patient.”

So far, Warmbrod said the transition to
practicing law has been both enjoyable and
interesting, as she gets to work on a variety
of tasks each day.

“It is never boring,” she said.

Warmbrod, who graduated first in her law
school class, is a proud mother of two adult
children and three rescue dogs. She and her
husband currently live in Oak Ridge.

* Sofwave Skin Tightening

& Lifting

* Cosmetic Laser Treatments
* Relax Wrinkles And Enhance
Volume With Our Pearl Touch

We focus on subtle, graceful enhancements
that honor your natural look and preserve

your timeless elegance.

; "Oa service of your choice
when you mention this ad

11408 Kingston Pike, Suite 400

865-454-2122
www.pearlscottbeauty.com
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Your Tennessee Press Association Award Winning Newspaper

The key to the success of any
business is its people.

From start to finish, for over 37 years, the family at farragutpress has

dedicated themselves to providing the highest quality newspaper in town.

The Women of farragutpress

Katny HARTMAN Tammy CHEEK CINDY WILFERT CAROLYN REID
General Manager Writer Designer Accountant
TERRIE WARE CHARLENE WAGGONER LAURA SAYERS Linpa TirBAN
Receptionist Account Executive Account Executive Account Executive

11863 Kingston Pike « Farragut, TN 37934

865-675-6397 | www.farragutpress.com | like us on facebook
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BUY LOCAL. INSURE LOCAL.

BUYING LOCAL SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY.

Tate Insurance Group is proud to be one of the few locally owned insurance agencies right here in Knoxuville.

We believe in supporting the people and businesses that make our community strong.
Have you asked your insurance provider if they’re locally owned? Do you know where their parent company is located?
When you choose Tate, you’re not just buying insurance — you’re investing in your hometown!

6423 Deane Hill Drive

865.862.8233

WW W.tateinsurancegroup.com

scott@tateinsurancegroup.com

TATE INSURANCE GROUP PROUDLY REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:

Auto-Owners Insurance

(*Erie Insurance does not offer health insurance)

Call us for a comprehensive insurance review ® Home ® Auto ® Life ® Business ® Health
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Real Estate,
Redefined.

Broker/owner Cindy Kraus of Engel & Volkers Knox-
ville is keenly focused on relationships.

“For me, real estate isn’t about transactions,” said the
Farragut resident. “It’s about guiding people through life’s
biggest transactions with honesty, clarity and care.”

Kraus has built her real estate career on that princi-
ple, along with “delivering strategy, advocacy and con-
cierge-level service — making every client feel like my
only client.”

She has been in real estate for 12 years, following three
decades as a respiratory therapist. Kraus realized she
needed a career change when her daughter made plans to
attend college after high school, leaving her with an eight-
year-old son.

Hoping for a job that would give her more professional
flexibility, alongside not only a knowledge of, but a love for
architecture, Kraus looked toward real estate as her next
opportunity.

Then, when she earned her real estate license, she
realized knowledge gleaned from her previous position
laid a foundation for her speciality in luxury properties, as
she came to know many professionals in the medical field,
giving her a unique perspective on their needs, wants and
interests.

She affiliated with Engel & Volkers in September 2021,
bringing the franchise to East Tennessee “because my
clients deserve the best: boutique-level service backed by
global reach.”

The company, headquartered in Hamburg, Germany, has
a world-wide network of over 16,000 real estate profession-
als spanning more than 30 countries.

Today, the Knoxville franchise has 12 global real estate
advisors, two assistants and one development services
global advisor work alongside Kraus, ensuring every cli-
ent’s needs are met.

Kraus and her husband, Paul, live in Farragut and have
four children and two golden doodles. When not serving
her clients, she enjoys walking her dogs and volunteering
with area causes and organizations that include Emerald
Youth Foundation, Child Help, Wesley House, Charity
Chicks and the Farragut Rotary Club.

11347 Parkside Drive | Knoxville 37934 | 865.221.8601 | 865.776.0577 | knoxville.evrealestate.com
]
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