
Supplement to farragutpress

Spring 2025

A Place CalledA Place Called  A Place CalledA Place Called  

HOMEHOMEHOMEHOME



SOLD
Homes are being

with Gina Johnson!

Mobile: (865) 567-5478 | Offi ce: (865) 588-9300

4823 Old Kingston Pike Suite 320
Knoxville, TN 37919
relocateknox@gmail.com | www.RelocateKnox.com

License #262118

GINA 
  JOHNSON
          YOUR RELOCATION EXPERT

922 Pryse Farm Blvd
Cottages at Pryse Farms

$550,000

10232 Meadow Ridges Ln
Highlands at Northshore

$699,000

444 Wyndham Hall Ln
Wyndham Hall subdivision

$675,000

PENDING PENDING SOLD

439 Wyndham Hall Ln
Wyndham Hall subdivision

$651,000

12617 Broken Saddle Rd
Fort West subdivision

$635,000

12122 Deer Crossing Dr
Hardin Valley

$799,900

SOLD SOLD SOLD
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TRUST ~ LOYALTY ~ COMMITMENT

Patti Whalen, Owner/Broker
EXIT TLC Realty

865-228-9421

Doyle Webb, Owner/Broker
EXIT Realty Pros

865-388-0166
~MEET OUR TRUSTED TEAMS~

Melissa Browder
865-816-9818

Ronda Bell
850-306-5092

Kara Allen
865-406-2257

Debbie Haugan
865-816-3094

Sarah Goins
865-888-6755

Haley Harb
865-202-5775

Chip Hicks
865-406-3359

Susan Hicks
865-406-3362

Anice Jones
865-494-8223

Kerri Johns
865-314-4391

Greg Horton 
865-318-1406

Tony Niosi 
865-408-8611

Patrick Diener 
 615-336-0966

Wayne Magro
865-458-2424

Jersey Magro
865-221-7377 

Jamie Reynolds
865-223-4114

Suzanne Thomas
865-740-2697

Christina Wallen
423-237-0641 

John Wilson
678-296-1031

Kyle Whalen
865-228-9422

Brittany Singh
239-285-5039

Jennifer Seltz
423-404-8855

John Alshawi
865-909-7217

Sally Boyd
865-660-8773

Paul Boyd
865-680-7861

Jayla Banegas
615-997-6456

Yulia Chernikova
865-312-1921

Chatty Cannon
865-283-0045

Shellie Burdette
865-384-6490

Francis De La Rocha
865-773-2820

Randy King
865-244-7612

Nathalia Pena
865-898-7774

Lacy Kulinich
916-844-8997

Jaime LeBlanc
423-252-9166

Rachel Swain
865-307-0363

Mary Beth Rodio
865-356-7987

Cheri Spinazzola
865-603-8310

EXIT TLC REALTY

EXIT REALTY PROS

Trust - Loyalty - Commitment

149 Kelsey Lane, S 102 | Lenoir City, TN 37772 | 865-816-3094

9821 Cogdill Rd., S 1A | Knoxville, TN 37932 | 865-383-3948
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Mr. Handyman of West Knoxville has been the premier desti-
nation for top-of-the-line home improvement, maintenance, and 
repair solutions since 2009. 

Located at 8081 Kingston Pike Suite 101, the trusted and expe-
rienced handyman franchise is dedicated to providing exceptional 
repair service for a diverse variety of residential and commercial 
needs. From assembly, carpentry and installation to painting, dry-
wall work, and even remodeling, Mr. Handyman of West Knoxville 
has the skills and expertise required to assist you with both major 
and minor repairs. 

The local franchise, founded by Penny Ellison and her husband 
Allen, has set itself apart from other repair companies thanks to 
its customer-centric approach that focuses on restoring clients’ 
peace of mind. In fact, for Penny, Mr. Handyman’s ultimate goal is 
to be someone’s hero each day. 

“Whether it’s fi xing a leaky toilet, addressing water damage, or 
rectifying a faulty roof, we get to help with something that’s turned 
their world upside down,” she said. 

With this unwavering commitment to clients, Mr. Handyman of 

West Knoxville has garnered numerous accolades over the years, 
including a prestigious Customer Service Award from the Better 
Business Bureau for maintaining an entire year without a custom-
er complaint. 

The Knoxville location has also earned many company achieve-
ments, such as Franchise of the Year, and was even named one 
of the Top 5 Mr. Handyman franchises out of nearly 200 locations 
across the United States and Canada. 

This massive success is a direct result of the franchise’s overall 
culture, which seeks to elevate the customer while fostering a 
strong sense of community and camaraderie among staff. 

“I feel like we have assembled an exceptional team that can pro-
vide a remarkable experience to our clients,” said Penny. “It’s not 
just a job or a business – we’re all family here.” 

If you’re seeking reliable and effi cient home improvement 
services in the West Knoxville area, Mr. Handyman is here to 
help. For more information about the company’s comprehensive 
repair offerings, call 865-293-0080 or visit the offi cial website at 
mrhandyman.com.

Mr. Handyman
Top-of-the-line home improvement, maintenance and repair solutions
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The Safe, 
Guaranteed Solution 
to Your Home Repair and 

Maintenance Needs

8081 Kingston Pike  | Suite #101  | Knoxville, TN 37919
865-293-0080  | mrhandyman.com

Mr. Handyman is your 
one-call solution for a 
wide range of home 
maintenance and repair needs. 
Our technicians are fully 
insured professionals. 
We arrive on time in uniform 
and a marked van with the tools 
to complete the job right.

• One simple call provides easy scheduling 
 • On time arrival • Job is done right the fi rst 
time  • Wide variety of repair, maintenance and 
improvements services • Technicians have an 
average of 10 years’ experience in the trades 

and are fully insured for your safety 
• We promise to clean up when we’re done 
• Our quality workmanship is guaranteed



Phone: 865-675-6397  Advertising: 865-218-8878   

Advertising email: khartman@farragutpress.com   Website: www.farragutpress.com

farragutpress is published weekly at 11863 Kingston Pike Farragut, TN 37934

Your Tennessee Press Association Award Winning Newspaper

A Place Called Home
Spring 2025
Supplement to farragutpress

Advertiser Index
Blinds & More ................................................... 14, 23

Citizens Bank .................................................... 12, 32

Cody Galbraith Photography ................................ 17

Crown Title Insurance Agency Inc. ............... 15, 25

Enrichment Federal Credit Union ................. 11, 29

EXIT TLC Realty ................................................ 3, 22

5-Star Waste ...................................................... 13, 25

Gina Johnson ...................................................... 2, 24

His Security & Technology .................................... 15

LCUB ....................................................................... 28

Linda Meese ............................................................ 15

Lisa Dockery ........................................................... 28

Loudon County Habitat for Humanity .......... 10, 19

Mortgage Investors Group .................................... 28

Mr. Handyman ...................................................... 4, 5

NHC Place Farragut ......................................... 11, 20

Pam Owen ......................................................... 21, 26

Persian Gallery .................................................. 18, 27

Pinnacle Assisted Living .................................. 13, 30

Saddlebrook............................................................. 16

Stallings Brothers .................................................... 16

Tate Insurance Group ............................................ 31

Tennessee State Bank ....................................... 17, 26

The Villages of Farragut ..................... Cover, 7-9, 29

Y-12 Federal Credit Union .............................. 21, 30

Cover Photography by:

Cody Galbraith Photography 

865-924-6547 | www.CodyGWise.com

6    Spring 2025 | A Place Called Home



L ocated in the heart of our hometown, 
The Villages of Farragut Senior 

community offers luxury living with a 
comfortable and catered lifestyle. 

Faith, Family, 
Fellowship, Fun 
& Our Future!

 See VILLAGES on Page 8

The community, owned by Goodworks Unlimited, LLC, opened 
in December of 2019 at Village Commons Boulevard, and has 
been thriving ever since.  Located on the corner property at 
Kingston Pike and Smith Road, The Villages of Farragut is very 
proud to be a part of the fabric of Farragut, and the community 
has now been serving independent seniors with our “Goodworks” 
for over 5 years. 

Residents are living life to the fullest and thriving with a very 
active lifestyle.  Each day offers different opportunities, includ-
ing fi tness and wellness, educational growth, spiritual studies, 
philanthropy, several clubs for various interests, live music and 
themed parties, and celebrations of special events and holidays.

Photos of our Villages’ Veterans are proudly displayed on our 
Wall of Honor, and our Veterans Group leads celebrations on 
patriotic holidays to honor all veterans who served this great 
nation.  Our paved walking trails provide residents a simple way 
to maintain or improve their health by counting steps, while 
encouraging one another to stay active.  Our Sunshine Club 
provides outreach and well-wishes via greeting cards to show 
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concern for our resident neighbors or as thank you notes for com-
munity volunteers.  

Residents enjoy educational and social outings, art classes and 
crafts, courtyard golf, the library, spiritual gatherings, and espe-
cially music and dance.  Wednesdays include a social hour with 
musical entertainment, and every Friday has a Happy Hour with 
live entertainment for dancing before dinner is served. From tail-
gate parties to Fall Festival to holiday dinners and special events, 
residents enjoy an active and engaged social life all year long. 

Resident Agnes Strevel stated, “When I walked in the communi-
ty, there was a warm feeling, and it felt like home.  I knew this is 
where I wanted to live.  I moved here 2 ½ years ago, and I’ve made 
lots of new friends, the staff is wonderful, and I’m really happy 
with my decision.” 

“When you choose to live here, you truly become part of our 
family,” said Melody Matney, Executive Director. “We strive to live 
up to our company name ‘Goodworks.’  Serving and loving our res-
idents is a ministry, and we’re very proud to be a part of the fabric 
of Farragut.”

The vision for The Villages took several years of planning and 
nearly three years of construction to become a reality, as married 
couple Gary and Ricki Keckley — owners of GoodWorks Unlimit-
ed, LLC — along with several local investor partners, worked on 
every detail. The community is adorned with portraits, pictures, 
and artifacts refl ecting not only the Town of Farragut, but also the 
beauty of East Tennessee. The 25-acre campus provides breathtak-
ing views of the Smoky Mountains from our outdoor porches. Res-

Villages
From page 7

 See VILLAGES on Page 9
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idents also enjoy restaurant style dining with chef-prepared meals 
offering many menu choices. We support an active and healthy life-
style with paved walking paths, exercise and cardio classes, social 
media classes, Tai Chi, Party Bridge, Book Club, Poker Night, and 
Golf Tournaments on the putting green.  We are also proud to offer 
on-site physical therapy through EmpowerMe Wellness.  

Spacious apartments, in a wide variety of fl oorplans (from 685 
to just under 1,500 square feet, many with balconies, sunrooms, 
or screened in porches), surround the main three-story palatial 
shared living spaces that include an expansive dining area com-
plete with a grand piano for live musical concerts. Residents have 
a variety of activities literally at their fi ngertips, from interperson-
al social and creative opportunities to a wellness center, billiard 
parlor, and courtyard with putting green, along with a spa, and on-
site salon services, among its many amenities. 

Matney is proud to have a strong leadership team and great 
employees who have a servant heart.  Sandi Simpson-Community 
Relations, Laura Needham-Lifestyle Director, Daniel Beebe-Exec-
utive Chef, Tamichael Brown-Maintenance Director, and Sharon 
Wender-Administrative Assistant, and the Villages team all go 
above and beyond to provide exceptional services every moment 
every day.

Residents are invited to bring their ideas and customs to The 
Villages under the slogan “Your Life. Your Way,” which they incor-
porate into prominent social events, such as Fall Festival, Christ-
mas Open House by Candlelight, Mardi Gras celebration, Kentucky 
Derby, and much more. 

The Admiral’s Club is the residents’ way of giving back to the 

Community. The club has raised signifi cant funds for Parkinson’s’ 
Research, Wreaths Across America for the Veterans, our local food 
pantry, and the walk for Alzheimer’s Tennessee. Residents in the 
Admiral’s Club also partnered with the Tennessee Valley Humane 
Society to help with needed supplies for their adoption program.  
Residents have also supported fund-raisers for Mobile Meals for 
seniors, and have shown appreciation through gifts to our local 
fi re-fi ghters and paramedics for their services.  

“We invite seniors to come visit and feel the warmth of our 
community and experience what catered living is all about,” said 
Matney. “The residents who come here want a happy, safe environ-
ment, providing a vibrant social life with great food, friends, and 
a family atmosphere, and that is exactly what we offer. Additional 
on-site services such as physical therapy, podiatry care, and a visit-
ing nurse practitioner help support our residents’ overall wellness 
and longevity.  After all, our goal is to help residents remain in the 
community through an active and healthy lifestyle.”

While the Villages independent living community is fl ourishing, 
plans are currently in the works for future development on the 
25 acre property.  Phase 2 construction will include garages 
for current residents and a total of 66 villas for independent 
living.  Street names and villa names have been selected and 
approved, and fl oor plans renderings and rates are all forthcoming.  
Several deposits have already been accepted for the villas, and 
interested parties are invited to call or stop by the community to 
be added to the wait list. We are excited to offer this lifestyle to our 
community!

Additional phases of construction will include an assisted living 
and memory care community.  The future development will allow 
for a continuum of care for seniors to age in place right here at 
home – in the heart of Farragut!

Villages
From page 8
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A Safe, 
Comfortable 
Home Can 
Be a Reality

Imagine a world where you don’t have to worry about tripping on 
your rug when you walk through your home; where you know you 
can safely take a shower because you have safety bars to help you 
get in and out of your shower; where you roof no longer leaks, or 
your on-again off-again air conditioner/heater has been replaced 
with a much more effi cient model and you can keep cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter. 

Maybe you or someone you love has only had dreams about being 
so safe in their own home. But they can be safe and they can be 
comfortable knowing that the home they have lived in for so many 
years, the neighborhood they have known for so many years, both 
can be theirs for more years to come.

For the past 10 years, Loudon County Habitat has been making 
these kinds of dreams come true for seniors and disabled adults in 
Loudon County who want to stay in their homes but can’t afford to 
make the repairs that would make them safe again.

Through grants and, Loudon County Habitat has helped more 
than 180 seniors needing home repair through our Critical Repair 
and Aging In Place Program.  From a simple ramp to allow the 
homeowner to come and go safely, to remodeling the bathroom for 
better mobility access, to taking up old carpets and putting down 
fl ooring that will take away that trip-hazard, these projects allow 
low-income seniors and disabled adults to remain in the home 
they have lived in for so long. It also has reduced the need for 
emergency room visit and nursing home care.  

If you, a member of your family, or a neighbor is in need of 
repairs to their home, call Loudon County Habitat for Humanity at 
(865) 458-0704, Option 2, ext. 1. We can discuss the situation and 
see if the project qualifi es for our program. Don’t wait, applications 
are being taken now. 

Loudon County Habitat for Humanity is an affi liate of Habitat 
for Humanity International, a worldwide Christian housing 
organization. All funds to build in Loudon County are raised 
locally to provide safe, affordable houses for low-income families 
who are willing to partner with Habitat. These partner families 
help build their houses and then buy them from Habitat through 
a no-profi t affordable mortgage. Funds from these mortgages go 
into a Fund for Humanity which allows Habitat to build other 
houses. 

Something as simple as a handrail can make all the difference.

By taking up worn, wrinkled carpet and replacing with vinyl laminate 
fl ooring, a serious trip-hazard is corrected.
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Striving to make every moment count for the residents 
and patients at NHC Place Farragut is top priority because 
they believe in celebrating life at all stages.

The residents and patients arrive for a variety of reasons.  
Many are short-term, having left a hospital needing skilled 
nursing and/or rehabilitative care to get them back home.  
Others have chosen NHC Place as their home with assisted 
living care or memory care.

The NHC Place Farragut’s private and spacious campus 
is home to a 100-bed post-acute Health Care Center, an 
84-apartment Assisted Living Center and the 60-bed Cavette 
Hill Assisted Living & Memory Care Center.  The campus 
amenities include a walking trail, courtyards with gazebos 
and recreational amenities like a putting green.

NHC Place is dedicated to offering their residents and 
patients the independence wanted with the support that is 
needed.  In fact, all NHC partners prepare for their work day by reciting one of the organizations 20 promises each morning.  The goal is to 
provide the best rehabilitative and clinical services based on the activity and care needs of each of our residents.

Two facilities on the NHC Place Farragut 
Campus take care of residents varied needs
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5-Star Waste
Committed to keeping neighborhoods clean 

At 5-Star Waste, we take pride in providing affordable, reliable, and 
professional waste management services to our community. As a 
family-owned and locally operated company, we are committed to 

keeping neighborhoods clean with dependable trash pickup and roll-off 
dumpster services.

Our owner, Kim Turner, brings 25+ years of experience in the waste 
industry. As the founder of the former Tennessee Trash Service, LLC, Kim 
knows what it takes to deliver top-quality waste solutions. With expertise, 
the right equipment, and industry know-how, we ensure that every job is 
done effi ciently and professionally.

We understand that waste management is essential for homes and busi-
nesses, which is why we focus on customer satisfaction, timely service, 
and affordability. Whether you need residential trash pickup or a roll-off 
dumpster for a big project, 5-Star Waste is the name you can trust.

When you choose 5-Star Waste, you’re not just another customer—
you’re part of our community. 

Call us today at 865-988-9737 to sign up and experience the 5-star ser-
vice you deserve!

 

ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 

All the care you need at ONE great price point! No levels or point systems necessary.

We are inviting you to join our family here at Pinnacle Assisted Living!

Call us to schedule your personal community visit today!

10520 Waterville Lane | Knoxville, TN 37932 | 865-444-1451

THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING

 US BEST ASSISTED 
LIVING/SENIOR

 LIVING FACILITY!

alley
Hardin

AWARDSCHOICEREADERSREADERS
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Expect the 
Unexpected

“You know, even after two decades designing custom win-
dow treatments, I’ve discovered that no two projects are 
ever the same,” says Jamie Kidd, founder and co-owner of 

Blinds & More E. TN. “I love what I do, but I also love the fact that 
no project is ever what you expect. Embracing the unexpected is 
truly the beauty of design.”

Blinds & More E. TN is a true multi-generational family business 
specializing in “All Things Window.” From soft window treatments 
- which include draperies, roman shades, cornices and valances - to 
your functional window treatments such as blinds, shutters, roller 
and cellular shades, Blinds & More has all your window treatment 
needs covered. Everyone in the family has a role in the process, 
from initial meeting to project completion. Jamie meets with the 
client for the initial design consultation. Robbie, her husband 
and co-owner, oversees the company’s commercial and outdoor 
projects, and Del, their oldest son - who recently joined them after 
10 years of service in the Air Force - oversees installation of all 
projects. Together, exceptional service is the family standard.

In a recent conversation with Jamie, she recounted one of her 
favorite projects out in Rarity Bay that took her company in some 
unexpected directions. “We were brought in to address a privacy 
issue,” she says. “These days, newer larger homes are often situat-
ed in close proximity to each other and feature expansive windows, 
which was the case there. We started the project by designing and 
installing motorized shades throughout the home that provided the 
client with the privacy and light control she needed.”

With initial privacy and light control concerns addressed, this 
“opened the door” to soft treatment needs in other rooms of the 
home. The client’s beautiful master bedroom suite needed not only 
some additional privacy but also a fi nishing touch that functional 
window treatments alone could not achieve. “Sometimes you just 
need to add soft elements to a room to create that extra warmth 
and sophistication that many of my clients are looking for today.” 
So, elegant draperies were designed and installed providing both 
the privacy and sophistication the client desired. Once the drap-
eries were installed, one of Jamie’s favorite design opportunities 
arose, Custom Bedding. “The custom bedding, in this instance, 
duvet cover, pillow shams and decorative pillows were the fi nish-
ing touches, or lipstick as I jokingly tell my clients, for an already 
gorgeous room” Jamie says.

But the project didn’t end there. Now pleased with the master 
bedroom, the client moved to the kitchen and dining room, where 
Jamie again encountered large, tall and unusually wide windows. 
With the motorized roller shades already addressing privacy and 
light control, both areas needed a “bit of softening,” as Jamie puts 
it. “We further refi ned our previous design by installing custom 

Blinds & More E. TN
 Phone: 865.685.8464 |  Website: bl indsnmoretn.com

The Blinds & More team brings a new defi nition 
to the term “local,” creating one-of-a-kind spaces 
with thoughtful attention to detail and design.

valances over our motorized shades in the kitchen and extra-long 
draperies in the dining room. Both areas required an unusual 
degree of precision and craftsmanship. Fortunately, we collaborate 
with a local workroom that handles all of our custom soft treat-
ments. This partnership ensures a personal touch, as everything is 
locally made, and defi nitely contributes to the envisioned fi nal de-
sign. This project and the client will always be one of my favorites. 
We all worked together and very hard to make the clients vision 
come to life.” Jamie said.

“So, can window treatments be unexpected and get tricky? Ab-
solutely. Can the process get complicated? Absolutely, but we are 
blessed to work with many lovely homeowners who trust us with 
their homes and trust we will make the process as seamless as pos-
sible. We promise to get the job done right and are always ready to 
promptly respond to any client needs, even the unexpected ones.”
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Customers
NumberNumber

Priority!OneOne
are    
  Our

Whether it’s a new 
home purchase 

or refi nance, 
FHA or VA, 

escrow services, 
cash transaction 

or more... 
we provide security 
and peace of mind 
for buyers, sellers, 

lenders, and 
realtors.

Come see us at
9700 Kingston Pike, Suite 6 • Franklin Square

(865) 539-4910 phone • (865) 539-4908 fax
www.crowntitleknox.com

Cell 865-591-6004 or 
Offi ce 865-693-3232

Real Estate Broker, ABR, AHWD, CRS, 
CIPS, GRI, PSA, PMN, RENE, SRS, 
Property Management

2024 Women’s Council of Realtors, 
TN State President

10255 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37922

License #225762

Did you know?
Wood could be having a moment among modern home buyers. 

According to the real estate experts at Zillow, the term “cozy” ap-
peared in 35 percent more real estate listings in 2024 than in 2023. 
Though various components can help to create a cozy vibe inside 
a home, wood has long been a go-to material when interior design-
ers attempt to add warmth to a property. The home renovation 
experts at Houzz also cite wood-infused architectural warmth 
among its 10 most popular home trends in the coming year. Home-
owners who love the idea of  adding more wood-based warmth in 
their homes can consider installing ceiling beams, wood wall pan-
eling or even wood trim throughout their homes.
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Contact us:Contact us:

122 Perimeter Park Road122 Perimeter Park Road
Knoxville, TN 37922Knoxville, TN 37922

info@saddlebrookproperties.cominfo@saddlebrookproperties.com

(865)-966-8700(865)-966-8700

www.saddlebrookproperties.com

Building Quality Homes 
in Knoxville for Over 30 Years. 
We’ve Built Our Lives, Families, and Company Here.

Saddlebrook has built and provided over 3,000 homes in 
the Knoxville area. Our commitment to quality has created a 

reputation of superb building practices and exceptional customer 
service. Attention to detail is not only a given, it’s our hallmark. 

A Lifetime of 
Local Knowledge

To work for you when buying
& selling Real Estate!

C: (865) 454-5155 
  Joe@TheStallings
       Brothers.com

C: (865) 803-1155  
Jon@TheStallings
       Brothers.com

Joe StallingsJon Stallings

O� ice: (865) 675-7000

Mardi-Gras celebration 
        at The Villages of Farragut

Photos provided by
Cody Galbraith Photography
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Real Estate, Commercial & Food Photography
865-924-6547
www.CodyGWise.com | codysclouds@icloud.com

“Celebrating over 50 years of service in 2025, 
Tennessee State Bank stands as a beacon of local 
resilience and dedication. Since our inception 
in 1972, we’ve proudly remained locally owned 
and operated, deeply ingrained in the vibrant 
communities of Sevier, Knox, Jefferson, and Cocke 
Counties with 16 conveniently located branches. 

Our commitment goes beyond banking; we see 
ourselves as your neighbors, actively engaged in 
nurturing the growth and prosperity of the regions 
we call home. Our corporate headquarters is 
located at 2210 Parkway in Pigeon Forge, where 
we strive to give back and foster partnerships with 
our customers that fuel growth and prosperity.

 At Tennessee State Bank, community matters, 
and that’s why all our credit decisions are made 
right here, ensuring that your needs are met 
with personalized care and attention. Whether 
you’re envisioning home renovations, planning 
for a new vehicle, or dreaming of a well-deserved 
family getaway, let us be your trusted partner 
on the journey to realizing your dreams. With a 
comprehensive suite of fi nancial products and 
services tailored to meet the unique needs of our 
community, we’re here to support you every step of 
the way.”

Tennessee State Bank is Member FDIC and an 
Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #410355

Tennessee State 
  Bank is “Banking 
     at its Best”
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Persian Galleries opened in 1989 to offer a wide variety 
of handwoven Persian, Oriental and decorative rugs, 
including tapestries – antique and new – and textile 

arts, from around the world that refl ect the timeless beauty of 
the art.

With roots in Iran, partners Max Kashani and Chris Sajjad 
moved to the Knoxville area to expand the family business, 
opening a showroom in Atlanta in the early 1980s. 

Sajjad explained that the company also spent time traveling 
around the country for short-term exhibitions across the 
Southeast. This ultimately led to Persian Galleries opening 
an additional showroom at 4461 Kingston Pike in the Western 
Plaza Shopping Center after seeing a huge buyer interest in 
the Knoxville area. 

“We just had a wonderful sale and the response was 
incredible when we did our fi rst exhibition,” he said of the 
Knoxville exhibition. 

Since opening the showroom, the business has only 
continued to grow. 

“Each year we have more clients to work with and it’s a very 
established, reputable company in the Knoxville area right 
now,” said Sajjad, noting that many clients are prominent 
members of the community. 

In addition to showrooms 
in Knoxville and Atlanta, 
Persian Galleries also 
has locations in Nashville 
and Naples, Fla., but the 
company does business 
nationwide. Sajjad said the 
company works alongside 
designers, decorators, 
architects and museums to 
provide the highest quality 
antique rugs, recreations, 
silk rugs and contemporary 
art pieces.

“We have one of the 
largest inventories of 
handwoven Persian and Oriental rugs from around the world,” 
he said, noting that Persian Galleries also offers various 
services like rug repairs and cleanings. “We’ve been here 
a long time, it’s a family business and we have four active 
showrooms, so it’s just a good company to work with.” 

For more information about Persian Galleries, visit 
persiangalleriesknoxville.com. 

Refl ecting 
the timeless 
beauty 
 of the 
  Art
Persian Galleries 
offers a wide 
inventory from 
around the world

“We’ve been here 
a long time, it’s a 
family business and 
we have four active 
showrooms, so it’s 
just a good company 
to work with.”

~ Chris Sajjad 
Co-Owner, 
Persian Galleries
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(865) 458-0704
loudoncountyhabitat.org

AGING IN PLACE
As we age, maintaining the dream of homeownership can become diffi cult. If you can’t afford to add grab bars to make your 

bathroom safe or replace a leaking roof, how can you continue to live safely in the place you’ve called home for so long?

Loudon County Habitat’s Critical Repair Aging In Place (AIP) Program makes critical home repairs that enable senior citizens to 
move around safely inside their homes, and continue to maintain their independence.

Applications are now being taken for our Critical Repair Program. 
Call for more information.
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Tips to make a living room a more comfortable, welcoming space
A kitchen is widely recognized as the most popular room in a 

home. Though it might be true that the hustle and bustle of  home 
life runs through the kitchen, many a memory is made in the liv-
ing room as well. 

Living rooms tend to be go-to spaces for family movie nights, 
game watches with fellow fans and places to gather during hol-
iday celebrations. That’s a lot of  quality time spent in the living 
room, and those moments can be more enjoyable if  the space is as 
comfortable as possible. With that in mind, people can consider 
various ways to make living rooms more comfortable.

• Prioritize comfort over aesthetics. In an era of  Instagram, it’s 
easy to fall head over heels with images when designing a living 
room. Aesthetic appeal certainly has its place in a living room, but 
it’s important to remember how much living will be done in these 
rooms when designing them. Comfortable couches and furnish-
ings like ottomans can make it easier to relax in the living room 
whether you’re watching a movie, cheering on your favorite team 
or reading a book.

• Ensure there’s ample seating. It can be hard to feel comfortable 
in cramped quarters whether you’re welcoming friends and fam-
ily into your home or simply lounging around on Sunday morn-
ings. If  comfort is your top priority, arrange the room so there’s 
ample seating throughout and people don’t feel like they’re sitting 
on top of  one another when spending time in the room.

• Consider neutral paint colors. Furnishings are not the only 
things that can affect how comfortable people feel in a living room. 
The home improvement experts at The Spruce note that neutral 
paint colors with warm undertones help to establish a cozy feel 
in a living room. Various shades of  white, beige, tan, or even gray 

can help to establish a warm, comfortable vibe in a living room.
• Incorporate the outdoors into the room. The great outdoors 

can have a calming effect on anyone, so it makes sense that in-
corporating the outdoors into a living room can make the space 
feel more comfortable. Furnish the room with plants and look for 
items with earth-toned furnishings to create a calm and comfort-
able vibe in the space. In addition, new windows that allow for 
more natural light and offer views into a yard can help lift spirits 
and make the room feel more comfortable. 

A comfortable living room is a space where people will want to 
spend their time. A few simple strategies can help create an invit-
ing and comfortable vibe in any living room.
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Put Experience & Knowledge 
  to Work for You!

10255 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37922
pam@pamowen.com

pamowen.com

Phone: (865) 693-3232  |  Cell: (865) 607-0318

PamOwen
2025 Executive Award Winner

You’ve put in the work. The dusting, the yard chores, and 
even that memorable showdown with a possum on your 
porch. It’s time your house gave back. With a Home Equity 
Line of Credit (HELOC) from Y-12 Credit Union, you can lock 
in a low rate and unlock a world of possibilities. 

At Y-12 Credit Union, we believe in turning your hard work 
into rewards. Our HELOC isn’t just about borrowing money—
it’s about providing fl exible, valuable fi nancial solutions de-
signed with your needs in mind. Borrow what you need when 
you need it. Whether you’re planning a home renovation or 
covering unexpected expenses, our HELOC gives you immedi-
ate access to funds.

We’re committed to making your fi nancial journey smooth 
and supportive. Say hello to low closing costs and dedicated 
support from our team, who will cheer you on every step of 
the way.

Ready to see how your house can start giving back to you? 
Learn more about our Home Equity Lines of Credit by visiting 
y12fcu.org. Or call us at 800-482-1043 to discuss credit costs 
and terms. Our friendly team is here to assist you every step 
of the way.

Together, let’s unlock all the possibilities your home has to 
offer. 

Y-12 Credit Union | Here for every why.

Unlock Your Home’s 
Potential with a HELOC 
from Y-12 Credit Union
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People before profi t is a saying that resonates with Patti Whalen.  
That is the key reason she bought the EXIT TLC Realty franchise 
and recently EXIT Realty Pros TN with Doyle Webb. “EXIT Realty 
Corp. International is all about putting people fi rst. Their approach 
to business and their care and dedication to their franchisees and 
agents is incredible. Our founder, Steve Morris, said that we didn’t 
need another real estate company, we needed a different one, and 
that is exactly what he created. I’ve been an agent at quite a few 
companies, but when I was introduced to EXIT Realty, I knew that 
I found my “home” away from home.”  

Whalen said that the company takes special care in vetting 
agents to ensure that they are a good fi t.  “We all help each other 
out no matter what. We are all in this together and if someone 
needs a home shown, hold an open house, sit in on a closing, what-
ever it is, our family is there to help, no strings attached.”

“One of the things that I love the most about EXIT Realty is that 
no matter what your position is in the company, anyone can call 
our founder Steve, our CEO Craig Witt, US President Lori Muller, 
really anyone at corporate level and regional level, and they will 
answer and talk to you.  How many agents, or anyone in a corpora-
tion, really, can say that they can do that? That’s family!”

Whalen fi rst got into real estate 20 years ago after her husband 
retired from the US Navy and started a new career here in East TN.  

“We moved a lot! It was exciting to me though, because I loved look-
ing at homes.  So, when we decided to settle here, it was the most 
logical thing for me to do, get into real estate!”

Throughout her career, Whalen has served on many boards and 
organizations, including President of Women’s Council of REAL-
TORS Knoxville and East Tennessee REALTORS Board of Directors. 
She is currently President of TREEF (Tennessee Real Estate Ed-
ucational Foundation), RPAC 
Hall of Fame Inductee, a certi-
fi ed mentor and trainer.

“I love training and mento-
ring, and I couldn’t do what I 
do without help from my sister, 
Debbie Haugan, who is a li-
censed transaction coordinator 
and likes to keep all of us in 
line! Our agents love her!  I’m so 
proud of Sarah Goins and Jaime 
LeBlanc for obtaining their Bro-
ker licenses last year to step-up 
and help us out with our agents. 
They both love training as much 
as I do!  I couldn’t do everything 
that I do in our industry without 
the support of all my agents, 
we are truly family and I’m so 
grateful for all the support from 
our EXIT Realty family.”

For more information about 
EXIT TLC Realty or EXIT Realty Pros TN, reach out to Patti at 
whalen.patti@gmail.com

Patti
Whalen

Putting people before profi t
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Motorized 
Roman 
Shades
We love our gorgeous new Roman 
shades! They’re just what we had 
envisioned... the perfect fi nishing 
touch of softness for our dining 
area. Using the remote for motor-
ized control to block our bright 
afternoon sun is “the cherry on top!’ 
Both beauty and function!”

~ A. Oshea, TN National

865-685-8464
www.blindsnmoretn.com

Spring 2025 | A Place Called Home    23



Gina 
Johnson
Top-producing 
agent for 
29 years

For 29 years, Realtor® Gina Johnson has 
proudly served the Knoxville community 
as a real estate agent with Keller Williams 
Signature. 

A native of Knoxville and a resident of Farragut, 
Johnson has helped a multitude of families buy and sell 
homes as a top-producing agent for over 28 years. Before 
beginning her career in real estate, Gina was a mathe-
matics teacher who deeply loved forming relationships 
with others and problem-solving. She received a B.A. in 
medical technology and a B.A. in computer science from 
the University of Tennessee which furthered her love for 
problem-solving. “I have always enjoyed connecting with 
people as a teacher, so real estate was an easy decision 
for me. Real estate allowed me to use my problem-solving 
and negotiation skills to help provide excellent customer 
service for my clients,” Gina shared. Gina Johnson has 
lived in Farragut for over 30 years and enjoys showing 
her client’s all that Knoxville has to offer. “This is home 
for me. I have never lived anywhere else and love East 
Tennessee. There is nothing that delights me more than 
helping people discover the area and fi nding the perfect 
home,” Gina said. 

A longstanding leader in Knoxville real estate, Gina 
guides clients through every step of the real estate 
transaction process. Gina’s knowledge of the market 

and dedication to fi nding the best fi t for each client has 
allowed her clientele to continually grow from referrals 
alone. She provides virtual tours, professional photog-
raphy, social media 
visibility, and more to 
attract the right buyer 
for her clients. “I care 
about my clients and 
because of my desire 
to make sure they re-
ceive superb customer 
service, I become not 
only their trusted real 
estate professional but 
their dear friend,” Gina explained.  She continued, “I am 
blessed to have a career that I am passionate about. I 
love homes, design styles, and all things real estate.” With 
Knoxville becoming increasingly popular, Gina Johnson 
also specializes in clients who are interested in relocating 
to the Knoxville area. As a relocation expert, with desig-
nations in ePro, CRS (Certifi ed Residential Specialist), 
and GRI (Graduate, REALTOR® Institute), Gina ensures 
her clients have a smooth transition to East Tennessee 
living. Although predominantly serving West Knoxville, 
specifi cally Farragut, Gina is always aware of the market 
offerings in surrounding areas to best serve her clients. 
You can get in touch with her at (865)-567-5478 or email 
her at relocateknox@gmail.com.

“I am blessed to have a 
career that I am passion-
ate about. I love homes, 
design styles, and all 
things real estate.”
               - Gina Johnson
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Crown Title wants to put a 
‘crowning touch’ 
on your next closing

Crown Title Insurance Agency Inc. hopes to make clients comfortable with 
the business by providing top-of-the-line service.

According to owner Robb White, the agency’s main focus is on honesty, 
hard work, integrity and professionalism.

“These were the traits that founded our business, that built our business, and 
keeps it growing and growing,” he said. 

“You can’t compromise any of these traits. Character shows and clients will 
see it and appreciate it.” 

Previously owned by White’s parents, the second-generation company opened 
at 9700 Kingston Pike, Suite 6, in The Shops at Franklin Square in 1990. In 
2000, White took over ownership. 

“Once I took over the family business, I fell in love with it,” said White, who 
had served as a territory manager in industrial supply sales. 

In addition to closing services for both residential and commercial property, 
Crown Title handles estate closings, escrow services and abstracts of title. 

White said the company also uses attorney-based title searches rather than 
Internet-based title searches, which helps prevent errors and inconsistencies. 

“Our legal team actually goes to each Register’s Offi ce of the county of record 
to perform our abstracts,” he said. 

For more information, visit crowntitleknox.com or call 865-539-4910. 
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Pam Owen
2025 Executive Award Winner loves 
to help clients fi nd their dream home

Pam, one of Realty Executives Associates top producers has served the 
Greater Knoxville communities since 2009. A Knoxville native, Pam owned 
a local bridal shop for twenty-seven years and then worked for Whirlpool 
Corporation before obtaining her real estate license. 

When asked what her favorite part of the job was Pam said, “I have loved 
every career I have had, but I love my career as a Realtor® more than any. 
I love being able to meet new people and help clients fi nd the home of 
their dreams or sell their current home.” 

She also recognizes how crucial it is to listen intently to her client’s 
wants and needs and to make herself available when they need her. “I 
send my clients updates and make sure I arrange my calendar to fi t theirs. 
I believe making yourself available and good communication skills are key 
to a successful Realtor®,” Pam stated. Working with her clients has en-
abled Pam to form lasting relationships with her clients. 

Additionally, Pam Owen was a 2025 Executive Award Winner. Call Pam 
to discuss all your real estate needs at (865)-607-0318.
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SPRING SPECIAL EVENTSPRING SPECIAL EVENT
Persian Galleries is pleased to invite you to our new & more spacious showroom:

Western Plaza • 4461 Kingston Pike • Knoxville, TN 37919

We have gathered one of the fi nest selections of Persian and decorative rugs  from all over the world 
(antique, silk, modern and contemporary rugs) at the best price ever.

The Design Community is welcome. 
Restoration, trade, cleaning and appraisal services are available.

For questions or special requests, please call 865-558-8777 or 
email at pgknox@aol.com • www.persiangalleriesknoxville.com

AT L A N TA    |    K N O X V I L L E    |    N A S H V I L L E    |    N A P L E S

Spring 2025 | A Place Called Home    27



For all your buying 
and selling needs

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

8550 Kingston Pike  
Knoxville, TN 37919

865.384.9847 | 865.694.5904
lisadockery@kw.com

Lisa DockeryL I S A  D O C K E RY

GOING THE EXTRA 
MILE FOR YOU
To best serve you, we have several  

bill payment options available:
In Person • By Mail • By Phone  

Recurring Electronic Payment • Online

Visit us at LCUB.com for details on all of  
your payment options and get started today! 

Why hiring a painter is the right choice
Few home improvements can change the 

look of  a room faster and more affordably 
than a painting makeover. In fact, home-
owners often turn to paint before they 
make any other renovations. 

Although painting is a project that can 
be tackled by do-it-yourselfers, there are 
various advantages to calling in a profes-
sional to handle painting projects. Here is 
a look at some of  the benefits to working 
with a professional painter.

Cut down on the job time
A professional painter can reduce the 

project timeline. Painters have the skill set 
and experience to complete a project in a 
timely manner. This means the job will be 
streamlined from preparation to clean-up.

Pay attention to details
Professional painters are likely to do a 

job that is nearly flawless, especially after 
homeowners exercise their due diligence 
and vet painters carefully. Professionals will 
pay attention to the small details that less 
experienced painters wouldn’t think about.

Reduce your workload
Painting can be a time-consuming job, 

and most of  it occurs even before you pick 
up a brush. It can take hours to prep walls, 
patch holes, remove moldings, and apply 
painter’s tape. Homeowners who do not 
have much time are better off leaving trust-
ing the project to a professional.

Painters already have equipment
Do-it-yourselfers may need to buy new 

tools before beginning the job. This means 
brushes, rollers, tape, tarps, trays, and 
much more. Unless you plan to paint mul-
tiple times, this can make stocking up a 
considerable investment. Professionals al-
ready have all the right gear and tools of  
the trade.

Lasting results
Professional painters understand which 

products will produce the desired results, 
depending on the wear and tear of  the 
space. Paints are not all created equal, and 
certain walls, floors and trim may require 
unique priming and preparation that nov-
ices are not familiar with. Professional 
painters can help ensure durability and 
save homeowners from having to do the job 
again in a few months or years.

A safer experience
Painting can be a challenging job when 

it involves painting hard-to-reach spac-
es and/or climbing and balancing on tall 
ladders. Homeowners are not at risk of  
injury when hiring a professional painter. 
In addition, professional painters should 
be licensed and insured. This means if  an 
injury or incident occurs, the homeowner 
will not be on the hook for the cost. 

A fresh coat of  paint can produce amaz-
ing results. Leaving the work to a profes-
sional can ensure a job is done correctly and 
beautifully and completed on time.
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230 Village Commons Blvd | Knoxville, TN 37934 | (865) 671-2500 | TheVillagesFarragut.com

EFCU Helps Make Homeownership a Reality

Owning a home is one of the best investments you can make. 
Rent, an unrecoverable expense, could be spent building equity. 
Homeowners enjoy fi nancial stability and benefi ts like fl exibility 
to create more personalized living spaces.

Navigating loan options and personal fi nances seems daunting, 
but Enrichment’s team of Certifi ed Financial Counselors and 
Mortgage Lending Team can help pave the way to homeowner-
ship. EFCU also offers eClosings, making the process even easier.

Offering Mortgages, Construction Loans, and Home Equity 
Lines of Credit, Enrichment embraces its mission of “People 
Helping People” by providing personalized services and low fees, 
which helped members save $10.7 million* last year.

Visit EFCU at a local branch, www.enrichmentfcu.org, or call 
(800) 482-0049.

Serving members since 1950, Enrichment Federal Credit 
Union is a locally owned and operated, full-service fi nancial 
institution. EFCU member accounts are federally insured to at 
least $250,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the Unit-
ed States Government by the National Credit Union Administra-
tion (NCUA), a U.S. Government Agency. NMLS#449470 Equal 

EFCU Certifi ed Financial Counselors are 
“People Helping People”

Housing Lender.
*Direct fi nancial benefi ts to members during the 12 months 

ending September 2024 as defi ned in the CUNA Membership 
Benefi ts Report for Enrichment Federal Credit Union. 
For details, visit www.datatrac.net/memberbenefi ts. 
©CUNA, ©Datatrac.

Enrichment Federal Credit Union helps make homeownership 
a reality with personalized services, low fees, and eClosings.
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ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 

Pinnacle Assisted Living is an exceptional senior living 
community providing Assisted Living Services. Our as-

sisted living community off ers care to seniors that need help 
in their daily routine. Featuring a variety of  calming natu-
ral settings, our community is designed to provide a sense of  
support and relaxation for seniors who want to enjoy their 
retirement.

Our building is a one-level, Assisted Living community that 
has 64 beautifully designed senior apartments. The communi-
ty boasts several safety features, amenities, and services that 
residents love.Wellness programs and dining services work 
to provide seniors with a healthy lifestyle while being sup-
ported through our assistive services. Housekeeping services 
and customizable care plans allow our staff  members to ease 
the burden on your loved one. With more free time, seniors 
can enjoy their retirement and spend time with loved ones. 
Our care teams are passionate about providing seniors with 
the care they need. Whether your loved one enjoys reading in 
their room, or they want to participate in monthly activities, 
our staff  members will help them experience an exceptional 
stay at Pinnacle Assisted Living. Beautiful, open spaces and 
accommodating rooms allow residents to feel comfortable and 
safe in our community.  Both private and companion accom-
modations are off ered, each with a private bath. Apartments 
are available either beautifully furnished or unfurnished, 
and our residents are always welcome to bring personal items 
to create a home-like atmosphere!

We know that Pinnacle Assisted Living is more than a place 
to live; it’s a place to truly enjoy retirement.

10520 Waterville Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932
(865) 444-1451

All the care you
 need at ONE 
great price point!
No levels or point 
systems necessary.
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Call for a Comprehensive Insurance Review 
Home • Auto • Life • Business • Health

6423 Deane Hill Drive
865.862.8233 

www.tateinsurancegroup.com | scott@tateinsurancegroup.com

 TATE INSURANCE GROUP PROUDLY REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:

Tate Insurance in 2024 was ranked 6th out of 2700 agencies overall in Profi tability, 
Growth and Partnership Nationwide
Tate Insurance in 2024 was ranked 2nd out of 2700 agencies in Personal Lines 
Profi tability, Growth and Partnership

Tate Insurance in 2024 was awarded Diamond Level  Status and 
Preferred Agency Status by Frankenmuth Mutual

Erie Insurance Awarded Tate Insurance Group the Prestigious Erie Elite Awards:




