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WHY I AMWHY I AM  
RUNNING!RUNNING!
When you spend your life 
in public service, you learn 
something important.
Leadership is not about titles. 
It is about responsibility.

• I served our country as a Marine and 
Vietnam Veteran. That experience 
shaped my commitment to discipline, 
accountability, and integrity. When I 
returned home, I continued serving 
right here in Knox County.

• For 18 years, I worked as Chief Deputy 
Assessor. I was later honored to serve 
four terms as your Property Assessor. 
During that time, our o�  ce completed four 
reappraisals without a single audit � nding 
from the state. We earned recognition for 
leadership, professionalism, and best busi-
ness practices.

• Now I am running for Knox County Clerk 
because I believe this o�  ce deserves 
steady, experienced, full time leadership.

• The Clerk’s o�  ce touches the lives of 
thousands of citizens every year. It must 
be e�  cient. It must be transparent. And it 
must be accountable to the taxpayers.

I am ready to continue serving.
Trusted Experience. 
Proven Leadership.
I appreciate your support!

S E R V I C E  H A S  D E F I N E D  M Y  L I F E  . . .

JOHN R. JOHN R. 
WHITEHEADWHITEHEAD
F O R  K N O X  C O U N T Y  C L E R KF O R  K N O X  C O U N T Y  C L E R K

P A I D  F O R  B Y  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  T O  E L E C T  J O H N  R .  W H I T E H E A D

Elect



Voter Guide                                        	   FARRAGUTPRESS   WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026 • 3C

SEAT 10

RONNIEROCHELLE.COM
Paid for by Rochelle for Knox County Commissioner, Seat 10,

Ronnie Rochelle, Treasurer

PROTECT OUR PROPERTY VALUES

VOTE FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

VOTE

Knox County Commissioner — Seat 10

ROCHELLE
Ronnie Rochelle

Fiscal Responsibility for Knox County

Experienced County Leadership
• Chairman, Knox County Parks & Recreation
• Knox County Board of Zoning & Appeals
• Farragut Municipal Planning Commission

Financial Expertise
• 48 Years Accounting Experience
• 35 Years Certified Financial Planner
• 15-Years Small Business Owner

PROTECTING KNOX COUNTY 
TAXPAYERS
• Find Waste and Eliminate It
• Stop Endless Borrowing
• Fix Our Roads – 88-Year Backlog
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Thursday, August 6, 2026
·  FEDERAL/STATE REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS
·  KNOX COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION

·  TOWN OF FARRAGUT MUNICIPAL ELECTION

Offices on the Federal/State Primary (Republican and Democratic) ballot:
• Governor
• US Senate
• United States House of  Representatives, District 2
• Tennessee Senate - Districts 5 and 7
• Tennessee House of  Representatives - Districts 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 89, and 90
• Republican State Executive Committeeman - Districts 5, 6, and 7
• Republican State Executive Committeewoman - Districts 5, 6, and 7
• Democratic State Executive Committeeman - Districts 5, 6, and 7
• Democratic State Executive Committeewoman - Districts 5, 6, and 7

Offices on the Knox County General ballot:
• Criminal Court Judge, Division I (to fill an unexpired term)
• County Mayor
• County Commission - Districts 3 and 7
• County Commission - Seats 10 and 11
• Trustee
• General Sessions Judge, Division IV (to fill an unexpired term)
• Sheriff
• Circuit Court Clerk
• Criminal Court Clerk
• County Clerk
• Register of  Deeds
• Board of  Education - Districts 1, 4, 6, 7, and 9

Offices on the Town of  Farragut Municipal (non-partisan) ballot:
• Mayor – Town of  Farragut
• Alderman, Wards 1 and 2 – Town of  Farragut

Schedule:
Friday, May 8, 2026 - First day to request an absentee ballot (90 days prior 
to election)
Tuesday, July 7, 2026 - Final day to register to vote before election
Friday, July 17, 2026 - First day of  Early Voting period
Monday, July 27, 2026 - Final day to request an absentee ballot (10 days 
prior to election)
Saturday, August 1, 2026 - Final day of  Early Voting period
Thursday, August 6, 2026 - Election Day

2026 Election Schedule
*Note: The information contained herein is subject to change/correction, based on 

changes in the law and/or other considerations/factors. Please contact the Knox County 
Election Commission at 865-215-2480 for clarification or verification of  below information.

Information contained herein is subject to change. Please consult the Election Commis-
sion website for the latest information. 

Both independent and partisan candidates have the same qualifying deadlines as listed 
for each office.

Offices and referendum questions are subject to be added to the ballot of  any election.
Vacancy elections are to fill the remainder of  an unexpired term.

www.knoxcounty.org/election

Tuesday, May 5, 2026
KNOX COUNTY REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC 

PRIMARY ELECTION

Offices on the ballot:
• Criminal Court Judge, Division I (to fill an unexpired term)
• County Mayor
• County Commission - Districts 3 and 7
• County Commission - Seats 10 and 11
• Trustee
• General Sessions Judge, Division IV (to fill an unexpired term)
• Sheriff
• Circuit Court Clerk
• Criminal Court Clerk
• County Clerk
• Register of  Deeds
• Board of  Education - Districts 1, 4, 6, 7, and 9

Schedule:
Wednesday, April 15, 2026 - First day of  Early Voting period
Saturday, April 25, 2026 - Final day to request an absentee ballot 
	 (10 days prior to election)
Thursday, April 30, 2026 - Final day of  Early Voting period
Tuesday, May 5, 2026 - Election Day

Tuesday, November 3, 2026
FEDERAL/STATE GENERAL ELECTION

Offices on the ballot:
• Governor
• US Senate
• United States House of  Representatives, District 2
• Tennessee Senate - Districts 5 and 7
• Tennessee House of  Representatives - Districts 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 89, and 90

Schedule:
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 - First day to request an absentee ballot
Monday, October 5, 2026 - Final day to register to vote before election
Wednesday, October 14, 2026 - First day of  Early Voting period
Saturday, October 24, 2026 - Final day to request an absentee ballot
Thursday, October 29, 2026 - Final day of  Early Voting period
Tuesday, November 3, 2026 - Election Day
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EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS AND HOURS OF OPERATION
April 15 through April 30

 10 am to 6 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday • 10 am to 7 pm - Wednesdays • 10 am to 1 pm - Saturdays • Closed Sundays

SAMPLE BALLOT

NEW - FARRAGUT
Farragut Community Center

239 Jamestowne Boulevard, Farragut

NEW - HALLS
Faithway Baptist Church

(across from Halls Senior Center)
4402 Crippen Road

NEW - NORTHWEST KNOXVILLE
Old Firestone Building

(in front of Expo Center)
5523 Clinton Highway

NORTHEAST KNOX COUNTY
Gibbs Ruritan Club

7827 Tazewell Pike, Corryton

EAST KNOX COUNTY
Carter Senior Center

9040 Asheville Highway

WEST KNOXVILLE
Downtown West

1645 Downtown West Boulevard, 
Unit 40

EAST KNOXVILLE
Eternal Life Harvest Center 

at Five Points
2410 Martin Luther King Avenue

NORTHEAST KNOXVILLE
New Harvest Park

4775 New Harvest Lane

NORTHWEST KNOX COUNTY
Karns Senior Center

8042 Oak Ridge Highway

SPECIAL HOURS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
DOWNTOWN

City-County Building, Small Assembly Room, 400 Main Street
(SPECIAL HOURS: 8 am - 4 pm on Saturday, April 25)

SOUTH KNOXVILLE
Meridian Baptist Church, 6513 Chapman Highway

(SPECIAL HOURS: 10 am - 5 pm on Wednesdays; 10 am – 5 pm on Thursday, April 23)
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Guide on ID Requirements when voting
All voters must present a federal or Tennessee state ID con-

taining the voter’s name and photograph when voting at the 
polls, whether voting early or on Election Day, unless an ex-
emption below applies. 

Understand what ID’s are acceptable
Any of  the following IDs may be used, even if  expired:

• Tennessee driver license with your photo
• United States Passport
• Photo ID issued by the Tennessee Department of  Safety and Homeland Security
• Photo ID issued by the federal or Tennessee state government
• United States Military photo ID
• Tennessee handgun carry permit with your photo

 
* First time voters who register by mail or using Online Voter Registration,

 if  the ID is expired, the voter must also present one of  the following :
• a copy of  a current utility bill,
• bank statement,
• government check,
• paycheck, or
• other government document that shows the voter’s name and address.

Understand what IDs are NOT acceptable
The following IDs are NOT acceptable:

• College student IDs
• Photo IDs not issued by the federal or Tennessee state government are NOT
acceptable. This includes county or city issued photo IDs, such as library cards, 
and photo IDs issued by other states.

Understand who is exempt
The following individuals are exempt:

• Voters who vote absentee by mail
• Voters who are residents of  a licensed nursing home or assisted living center
 and who vote at the facility       

• Voters who are hospitalized
• Voters with a religious objection to being photographed
• Voters who are indigent and unable to obtain a photo ID without paying a fee

Source: sos.tn.gov/elections/voter-id-requirements

AM I REGISTERED TO VOTE?
Find out!

Visit the Tennessee Voter Registration Lookup at 
tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup 

Enter your county, name and birthdate 
to retrieve your registration information.

There are many ways to 
register to vote in Tennessee. 

The deadline to register before the May 5 Knox County Primary Election 
has passed. But if  you are not registered, you may do so before the 

July 7 deadline to vote in the August 6 elections.

Use one of  the following methods:

Use online voter registration to conveniently register to vote or update your 
voter registration.

Download and complete the Voter Registration Application and mail the appli-
cation to your county election commission.  

Pick up voter registration applications in person at the following locations:
• County Election Commission Offices
• County Clerk’s Offices
• Public Libraries
• Register of  Deeds Offices

Register during a transaction with one of the following agencies:
• Department of  Health (WIC program)
• Department of  Human Services
• Department of  Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
• Department of  Mental Health
• Department of  Safety (motor vehicles division)
• Department of  Veteran’s Affairs

Visit sos.tn.gov/elections/guides/how-to-register-to-vote 
for links to online registration forms and more information.

Did you know? 
In Tennessee, it’s easy to vote and hard to cheat. 

Thanks to the election laws passed by the General Assembly 
and administered by the 95 County Election Commissions, 

Tennessee has been consistently ranked 
NUMBER ONE IN THE NATION for ELECTION INTEGRITY

by The Heritage Foundation. 
Learn more at sos.tn.gov/elections/services/tennessee-election-integrity
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A Message from David
 

For 34 years, I have proudly served the citizens 
of Knox County through the Sheri� ’s O� ice. 

I began my career in Corrections and worked my 
way through nearly every operational 

division. I have gained the experience necessary 
to lead this agency with a clear vision, 

grounded in strength and integrity. 

Today, I serve as Chief of Detectives, supervising 
the Detective Division and the Fleet Program 

while managing numerous multi-million-dollar 
budgets.  I have led the Narcotics Unit for 

almost 10 years, removing a significant number 
of dangerous criminals, firearms, and drugs from 

our streets. Under my leadership, our unit was 
honored with the 2024 Tennessee Narcotics 

O� icers Association Unit of the Year.

As Sheri� , I will build upon the strong 
foundation established by Sheri�  Spangler. 

Our county is growing quickly, which means 
calls for service are increasing. I want to put 
more deputies on the street to deliver faster 

response times and keep our neighborhoods 
safe. I will work to sta�  every school with an 
o� icer and to implement a special response 

team to address critical incidents or threats to 
our schools. To combat the rise in crime, 

I will implement cutting-edge technology and 
restore proactive policing units. 

With your vote, I commit to making the 
citizens of Knox County feel safer in their homes, 

schools, and businesses. As a Knox County 
native, I am dedicated to your families just as 

I am to my own. I will work hard as your 
Sheri� , and my number one priority 

will always be your safety.

P A I D  F O R  B Y  C O M M I T T E E  T O  E L E C T  D A V I D  A M B U R N  –  R U T H  A N N  M I L S A P S ,  T R E A S U R E R

AMBURNFORSHERIFF.COM

★  Corrections O� icer 
★  Patrol O� icer
★  Fleet Management
★  Detective
★  Narcotics Detective
★  Federal Task Force 
 O� icer 
★  Director Of 
 Homeland Security   
★  Narcotics Captain
★  Chief Of Detectives
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People have been asking People have been asking 
J.J. a question: J.J. a question: 

“Why run again?”“Why run again?”

SAFETYSAFETY
THROUGHTHROUGH
EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE

FOR KNOX COUNTY SHERIFFFOR KNOX COUNTY SHERIFF

JIMMY “J.J.”JIMMY “J.J.”  
JONESJONES
VOTE

The answer is simple.

J.J. has already carried the responsibility of
leading the Knox County Sheri� ’s O�  ce. He didn’t 
step into leadership overnight, he worked his way 
through the ranks, learning every level of the 
department before serving two full terms as Sheri� .

During that time, he managed one of the largest 
operations in Knox County, supported the men and 
women behind the badge, and made the di�  cult 
decisions that come with protecting our community.

Public safety isn’t something you fi gure out as 
you go. It requires experience, leadership, and a 
steady hand.

That’s why J.J. is stepping forward again — to 
continue serving the people of Knox County with 
the same commitment and dedication that has 
defi ned his career.




