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Life doesn’t stop after retirement, why should your lifestyle?

Your next chapter is just beginning at

The Villages of Farragut.

The home you need for the lifestyle you deserve.

YOUR LIFE. YOUR WAY.

230 Village Commons Blvd. ¢ Farragut, TN 37934 ¢ (865) 671-2500 » TheVillagesFarragut.com
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A large yellow excavator reached skyward on a sunny day,
its powerful arm unaffected by the large trench box that dan-

|
gled on chains attached near the digging bucket.
The box was being placed to protect construction workers
who are installing a roundabout that will be built at the cor-
ner of Hardin Valley Road and Marietta Church Road.

This will help ease congestion and the flow of traffic in Har-
din Valley, which is one of the fastest-growing communities

[ ]
across Knox County.
A 2020 WVLT report stated that, according to a Knox Coun-
ty Planning study done at the time, nearly 1,800 people have

moved to Hardin Valley every year since 2014.

d ev e I o m e n More recent statistics reflect this growth, as the East Ten-
p See DEVELOPMENT on Page 6

Right: This rendering shows what the
18,000-square-foot retail space known
as the “Village at Hardin Valley” will look
like upon completion.

This excavator is one of several
along Hardin Valley Road, as the area
has grown exponentially in the past
several years.

Photo via Michael Graves Architecture/Jake Nichols
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Steel beams gleam
in the sunlight during
the construction of an
18,000-square-foot re-
tail hub along Hardin
Valley Road.

Jake Nichols

Development
From page 5

nessee Association of Realtors recorded 620 homes sold in the Hardin Valley
zip code of 37932 in 2024, per myhardinvalley.com. That is 148 more homes
sold than in 2023, hence the introduction of traffic aids such as the afore-
mentioned roundabout.

HVA teacher and wrestling coach Matt Bates has seen this effect first-
hand, driving in from Oak Ridge every weekday for work.

“When I first started here in December of 2021, things were developing
but not at this rate,” Bates said. “Living in Oak Ridge, I could get here in 15-
ish minutes. A lot of times now, it takes 25 just to get here because there’s
such a backup on Pellissippi around the Hardin Valley exit all the way to
1-40.”

Does the extra time have an effect?

“I don’t really think about it — I just put podcasts on and rock all the
way into work,” Bates said with a chuckle. “Some days it gets aggravating
for sure, especially when people are playing on their phones, so you miss a
light.

“But being a Driver’s Ed teacher, I see a lot when we’re out in the com-
munity. There is a ton of growth, and I don’t think some people realize it’s
actually happening.”

The roundabout at the corner of Hardin Valley Road and Marietta Church
Road is just one checkpoint of that growth, as it is being built by Whaley
Construction. It was approved by the Knox County Engineering & Public
Works office in December 2025, according to a Facebook post from Knox
County Commissioner and 2026 Republican mayoral candidate Larsen Jay.

Moreover, as Bates alluded, it is far from the only new addition to the
area.

Right across Marietta Church Road, it is believed that a new gas station
will be put where Blount Excavation equipment now resides.

Just down the way, three-level homes are popping up half a mile north-
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east of Hardin Valley Academy. There are other new housing developments
via Ball Homes near Hickory Creek and the Hickory View neighborhood,
and Sam Franklin and Son Construction also has a prominent presence on
projects in the area.

The largest addition to the Hardin Valley community is an 18,000-square-
foot retail space in the Hardin Valley Road market next to Chick-fil-A. In a
post by commercial real-estate firm NAI Koella RM Moore on Jan. 26, ren-
derings by Studio Four Design showcase a Starbucks Coffee location on the
far left end with a NOIRE nail bar in the unit next to it.

As of Friday, May 15, the steel framework remained visible on the space,
but a full rendering of the finish product is available via Michael Graves
Architecture.

“This prime location offers high visibility and easy accessibility, ideal for
driving foot traffic and customer engagement,” an NAI Koella RM Moore
website post read about the property. “The modern, well-maintained space
boasts ample square footage, customizable layouts, and versatile amenities,
presenting an ideal canvas for Retail/Street Retail tenants to bring their
vision to life.”

The space includes units ranging from 1,500 to 2,400 square feet, and they
are available for $38 per square foot, according to the rendering.

There is also a new apartment complex being built. It will be called Scenic
View at Hardin Valley.

Another housing development sits across from Amherst Elementary,
while Brookstone Construction is working on a housing development at the
top of the hill across from the shopping center that includes Hard Knox
Pizza, Hotworx and Hardin Valley Pediatrics. Also, there is even more com-
mercial real estate space available closer to Oak Ridge Highway.

“A lot of people coming in and out, and there’s been a lot of commercial
growth, which is good,” Bates summarized. “But that’ll mean more traffic.
It’s been a challenge, so my commute has grown, and there’s a lot of popu-
lation growth too.”

~ Jake Nichols

May - July 2026



May - July 2026 Hardin Valley Living 7



Bayou Bash

Set to kick off summer in Hardin Valley

In March of 2025, Dale Akins purchased what was
then known as H3 Sports Performance Center.

He had another vision for the space, which has since become the Har-
din Valley Events Center.

“It has three basic components: there’s a hub building, which is the
former weightlifting building, and that is being renovated and is cur-
rently closed,” AKins said. “The adjacent pavilion is 22,000 square feet,
and it’s been repurposed for an all-purpose event space.”

That space has hosted farmer’s markets, Hard Knox Roller Derby
practices, adult men’s hockey league events and even meetings for the
Smoky Mountain Bourbon Society.

On Saturday, June 6, the pavilion will welcome an inaugural event to
kick off the summer: the Smooth Sailor Bayou Bash.

The event will run from 1 p.m. past 6 p.m. that night with three differ-
ent elements: kayaking, seafood and music.

But before anyone can chow down or jam out, the day begins by park-
ing at Hardin Valley Events Center at 2620 Willow Point Way. The cen-
ter is located along mile marker 12 of the 44-mile Knox Water Trail —a
kayak float that runs from Halls to Powell to Karns to Hardin Valley,
then on to Solway and into Melton Hill Lake — which plays perfectly
into this specific event.

After people drop off their cars, the Knoxville Adventure Collective
staffers will shuttle people up to Karns Sports Park, where they can be
launched into Beaver Creek in kayaks.

“And then you just float back to the events center to your car,” Akins
said. “It’s really fun; I've done it a lot. You don’t even have to paddle
through it — it’s Knoxville’s lazy river. We’ve had people ages three to
90 do it, and a lot of people like to bring their dogs too.”

That aspect of the event is done as a fun way to spend time in nature,
but also as a way to support the Knox County Parks and Recreation
department’s mission for the water trail, which initially opened in
May 2027 with just a five-mile stretch.

From there, people will float back to the events center, where
an assortment of food options will be waiting.

“The Shrimp Dock is going to have a low country boil as a
dinner option,” Akins said. “Then we will also have a food truck
there called 9-1-Yum as the other dinner option if you don’t like
seafood or can’t have it.”

After that, people can settle in with their lawn chairs and
enjoy Smooth Sailor, a yacht rock band that will finish off the
night.

“It’s sort of a three-event trifecta,” Akins said. “You float,
you get your dinner and you enjoy some live music and go
home. It’s a pretty cool day.”

He noted that the pavilion will host at least 1,000 people
seated in lawn chairs, so they try to sell 600 to 800 tickets to
give people some room. Since two parts of the event will be
under the pavilion, it will be rain or shine.

Tickets can be purchased at ticketsource.com/hvec,
though there is a varying cost depending on interest and people in-
volved.

See BAYOU BASH on Page 29
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Photo courtesy of
Visit Knoxville

On Saturday,
June 6, people
will be able to
kayak to the
Hardin Valley
Events Cen-
ter as part of
the inaugural
Smooth Sailor
Bayou Bash in
Hardin Valley.
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A lover of all things fashion, Abbi Lloyd opened
Southern Valley Boutique in May of 2024 in the heart
of Hardin Valley.

“I’ve worked in retail since the moment I could drive at the age
of 16,” explained Lloyd, who’s worked for several retail businesses
throughout the area, including Josie’s Boutique and Altar’d State.
“It has been my absolute favorite thing—and it’s not so much pick-
ing out the clothes, it’s dressing people.”

This is because Lloyd believes that what you wear is much more
than just merely fabric on your body.

“It brings me joy to just dress people and help make them the hap-
piest version of themselves,” she said. “Whether they’re having a
bad day or are just getting dressed for the day, I have such a passion
for helping people find a cute outfit.”

The boutique, located at 10653 Hardin Valley Road, specializes in
women’s clothing and accessories, offering everything from jewelry
and Tennessee gameday wear to travel bags and devotionals. Howev-
er, for Lloyd, her favorite products at the boutique are ones that help
benefit others.

“We actually carry Erin Gray,” she said, emphasizing the busi-
ness’s commitment to helping women overcome cancer. “The owner
actually had cancer so she had the great idea of giving proceeds
back to women with cancer.”

ABLE products are also available at Southern Valley Boutique.
Lloyd said this company, which focuses on repurposed leather and
14-carat gold jewelry, strives to create better opportunities for wom-
en by providing high-quality jobs, living wages and safe working
conditions.

“Both of those brands are my favorite because they are giving
back to the community,” she said.

On top of that, Lloyd added, Southern Valley Boutique always
prioritizes the comfort of its customers.

“When you walk into our store, we just want you to feel at home...
We never want a customer to feel uncomfortable in here,” she said.
“We also do not buy anything that would be uncomfortable on your
body. So everything that we buy is super cute but also comfortable.”

For more information about Southern Valley Boutique, visit the-
southernvalleyboutique.com.
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Top Chet

Challenge serves up
Regional Winner

The Smoky Region of East Ten-
nessee has spoken, and after an eve-
ning of creativity, competition and
incredible flavor, a winner recently
was crowned.

The Lantern at Morning Pointe
Hardin Valley food service director
Brandon Turner took home that Top
Chef Challenge crown.

Morning Pointe Senior Living
hosted its Smoky Regional Round
of the 2026 Top Chef Challenge at
Morning Pointe of Powell Assisted
Living on April 15, when three stand-
out food service directors competed
live in front of residents, guests and
a panel of local culinary judges.

After advancing through Round 1,
where residents and regional lead-
ers cast their votes, the top three
culinary leaders brought their sig-
nature dishes to the stage for Round
II: Victoria Seiber, The Lantern at
Morning Pointe Alzheimer’s Center
of Excellence, Lenoir City; Brandon
Shelton, The Lantern at Morning
Pointe Alzheimer’s Center of Excel-
lence, Knoxville; and Turner.

Turner took top honors for his
spinach and chicken lasagna, se-
curing him a spot in the final com-
petition in Ooltewah, Tennessee, on
May 19, when he competed for the ti-
tle of Morning Pointe Senior Living
Top Chef 2026. Brittany Brown, food
service director at Morning Pointe
at Happy Valley Assisted Living in
North Georgia/Tennesseee Valley,
won Morning Pointe Senior Liv-
ing Top Chef Champion and a $500
grand prize for her dish, pan-seared
salmon Florentine, at that May
event, which took place at Morning
Pointed of Chattanooga’s Shallow-
ford Assisted Living.

“It was a great show,” Morning

May - July 2026

Pointe communications specialist
Clarissa Alberto said about the May
19 contest.

Shelton earned second place with
his baked ziti while Seiber placed
third with her honey garlic shrimp
with sausage and broccoli.

“The live cook-off highlighted not
only culinary skill but also the heart
behind each dish,” Alberto said
about the April event. “Competitors
were evaluated on taste, presenta-
tion, creativity, nutrition and bal-
ance, resident appeal, cost and fea-
sibility and overall professionalism.

“This competition really brings
to life the passion our dining teams
pour into every meal,” said Justin
Leiter, director of dining operations
for Morning Pointe Senior Living.
“It starts with residents choosing
their favorites, and then we get to
showcase that talent in a way the
whole community can experience.”

A panel of local culinary voices
served as judges for the evening, in-
cluding Joseph Blauvelt, Culinary
Arts Program coordinator with Pel-
lissippi State Community College;
Eric and Mandee McNew, co-found-
ers of KnoxFoodie and digital food
influencers; and Camille King, own-
er of Camille Cooks Personal Chef
Service.

“Events like the Top Chef Chal-
lenge offer a behind-the-scenes look
at the thought, care and creativi-
ty that go into dining at Morning
Pointe Senior Living communities
each day,” Alberto said.

About Morning Pointe
Senior Living
Founded in 1997 by healthcare
entrepreneurs, Greg A. Vital and J.
Franklin Farrow, Morning Pointe

Photos submitted

Senior Living operates assisted liv-
ing and Alzheimer’s memory care
communities in five Southeastern
states, including Alabama, Georgia,
Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee.
The philanthropic arm of Morning
Pointe Senior Living is the Morning
Pointe Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit that works to provide clinical
scholarships and caregiver support.

For more information, visit morn-
ingpointe.com.

~ Tammy Cheek

Top: Regional Morning Pointe Senior
Living food service directors, from
left, Victoria Seiber, Brandon Turner
and Brandon Shelton competed for
the regional title of Top Chef during
the Smoky Region Top Chef Chal-
lenge, which occurred last month
with Turner taking home the win.
Above: Brandon Turner holds his
first place award.
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Chews & Brews

Knoxville’s bar trivia scene has taken off in recent years,
with establishments throughout the area offering weekly trivia
nights aimed at expanding their typical offerings and driving
sales growth. In fact, according to East Tennessee-based Not
Rocket Science Trivia, Knoxville has one of the most vibrant
bar scenes in the Southeast, and many of these events are held

right here in Hardin Valley. Rachel Tott
~.nacnet 1otlen

Corner 16

1640 Bob Kirby Road
865-801-9101

Run by Knox Trivia Guys, Corner
16’s Hardin Valley location offers
two weekly trivia opportunities at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 8:30 p.m.
on Fridays. Along with trivia, the
restaurant also hosts Singo — the
music version of bingo, where you
mark off song titles instead of num-
bers — at 7 p.m. each Monday and
Thursday. To further boost nightly
traffic, Corner 16 boasts an impres-
sive happy hour lineup as well,
weeknights from 4-7 p.m.

Orange Hat Brewing

10246 Hardin Valley Road | 865-240-3884

Orange Hat Brewing offers a robust trivia calendar, with events run
by Not Rocket Science Trivia at 7 p.m. each Tuesday. Event goers are en-
couraged to sign up for free clues on the trivia company’s website prior
to the game. The local brewery also frequently hosts themed nights, fo-
cusing on topics like Tennessee football, music and movies on the last
Tuesday of the month. For example, the theme on May 26 was 90s mov-
ies, while June 30’s event will cover all things Marvel.

« Ship

« Pack

e Print

« Mail
and so
much more

10629 Hardin Valley Rd | 865-249-6943
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Chews & Brews

Stefanos Pizza

10573 Hardin Valley Road | 865-249-6709

Hosted by Knox Trivia Guys, Stefanos Pizza offers trivia events at 6:30
p.m. on Wednesdays and Sundays. Singo is also held each Thursday at
6:30 p.m. During these events, the Hardin Valley pizzeria often offers
specials and incentives, such as $2 off draft beers and half-priced bottles
of wine.

Xul Beer

10677 Hardin Valley Road | 865-985-0648

A popular trivia destination in the area, Xul’s Hardin Valley location
hosts weekly events at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, typically run by Not Rocket
Science Trivia. Attendees can sign up for free clues online prior to the
event and enjoy a competitive evening with prizes given to top teams.
Many of these trivia nights are also themed, with questions centered
around exciting topics like reality TV, Dolly Parton and Disney. On June
3, for instance, the theme will be The Golden Girls.

A REAL ESTATE

CONCIERGE COMPANY.

Our clients are not just another transaction.

We establish relationships!

Denise Douglas,

Owner/Broker

DouglasDillon Realty
865-809-9281
Denise@douglasdillon.realty

10258 Hardin Valley Road S D | Knoxville, TN 37932

May - July 2026
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Sarah Williamson’s poetic achieve-
ment began with a stress-fueled
email.

With a few days left until Hardin
Valley Academy’s 2026 Poetry Out
Loud competition, Williamson was
ready to withdraw because she did
not yet have her poems fully memo-
rized.

“I emailed the teacher in charge
and told him I couldn’t recite my
poem the next day because I didn’t
feel ready,” recalled Williamson, who
participated in the event after seeing
her sister Lizzy do the same. “I was to-
tally about to back out.”

That teacher, John Sides, respond-
ed that the Hawks’ poetry recitation
competition was in three more days,
not the very next day. Williamson in-
stantly calmed, then won the compe-
tition 72 hours later to advance to the
state competition in Murfreesboro.
There, on Saturday, Feb. 28, William-
son claimed first place during her de-
but inside the Center for the Arts in
Murfreesboro.

“I was ecstatic,” Williamson said. “I
was so happy and surprised, jumping
backstage.”

On the local level, others who
placed in the state were: first run-
ner-up Beatrice Sanders from Chat-
tanooga High School Center for Cre-
ative Arts; second runner-up Eriel
Wilkins from Arlington High School;
third runner-up Haakeem Holmes
from Harding Academy of Memphis.

All four state finalists received
a 2026 Poetry Out Loud Tennessee
Award crafted by David Adkins of
Art Wire Music in Murfreesboro.
Moreover, all four finalists’ schools
received stipends to purchase poetry
books and supplies.

Williamson’s victory pushed her
on to the Poetry Out Loud national
finals, held Monday through Wednes-
day, April 27-29, at the Lisner Audito-
rium at George Washington Universi-
ty in Washington, D.C.

But to reach that point, she need-
ed the kind of preparation that came
through her fine arts experiences at
HVA.

A piano player since the age of 2
years old, she has also learned the or-
gan and plans to take musical theater
next year. Williamson also did theater
in middle school, unknowingly tool-
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ing herself for the poetry competi-
tions that stood ahead.

“It was more acting-heavy than
some of the musical things I've done,”
Williamson said of the recitation. “I
had to really lock in on my facial ex-
pressions and arm gestures and all
that stuff.”

Williamson arrived in D.C. ready
to go, armed with each poem she had
selected: Khalil Gibran’s “On Pain,”
Hart Crane’s “My Grandmother’s
Love Letters” and “To a Great Lady in
my Small House” by Mark Van Doren.

Except when she took the stage at
nationals, Williamson found a far
different response than the one she
received at the state competition in
Murfreesboro.

“A big category is accuracy,” she
said. “If you mess up one of the words
in your poems, it will seriously dock
you some points. It’s a big component.
But a lot of the other stuff is very,
very subjective.

“At the state level, the judges told
me they loved my performance be-
cause I was much less dramatic than
some of the other people reciting that
day. But at nationals, it was the com-
plete opposite. A lot of the people who
won had very dramatic performanc-
es, so the judging wasn’t very consis-
tent. My sister experienced that too.”

Unfortunately, that difference left
Williamson outside of the top nine fi-
nalists for the national competition, as
Indiana’s Jayda Dawn took home the
national title. South Dakota’s Damien
Deen took second place, while Illinois
was represented in third-place finish-
er Jaden Conley.

Dawn specifically took home a
$20,000 cash price.

But all participants, including Wil-
liamson, received a deeper under-
standing and appreciation for poetry
through the competition.

And next year, Williamson plans to
compete again, though said she will
be preparing months ahead this time.

“It was a very rewarding experi-
ence,” she said. “It definitely taught
me you need to try out a lot of dif-
ferent things and give them your full
effort because you might end up suc-
ceeding in them.”

~ Jake Nichols
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Effective Counsel
When It Matters Most

Focusing in Family Law and
Social Security Disability

Our attorneys offer a range of legal services from
family law (including divorce, child custody and

adoption) to serious injury, criminal defense and
Social Security Disability benefits representation.

Our experienced attorneys are committed
to serving families across East TN.

REQUEST A CONSULTATION TODAY

McKinnish Law Group, PLLC

11826 Kingston Pike, Suite 220
(Same building as Josh Ellis State Farm and
West Knox Chamber)

Farragut, TN 37934 | 865-233-1105

www.mckinnishlaw.com

Free initial consultations
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Photos by Dan Harralson
Pellissippi State baseball played Dyersburg State in the 2026 TCCAA Playoff Series at Ridley-Helton Baseball Field. Above, from left, are MaKai Derry (6)
from Grace Christian Academy, Tobias Peterson from Farragut High School in the dugout and Carson Hoffmeister (2) from Hardin Valley Academy.

Pellissippi State reloads as Hughes builds for future

Pellissippi State played its first baseball season in program history
in 2025. The Panthers play their home games at Ridley-Helton Field in
Knoxville.

Many former local high school baseball players are remaining in the
Knoxville area and playing for Pellissippi State. The Panthers have been
represented by former student-athletes from Alcoa High School, Central
High School, Christian Academy Knoxville, Farragut High School, Grace
Christian Academy, Hardin Valley Academy, Karns High School, Loudon
High School and Oak Ridge High School.

Shawn Hughes has served as Pellissippi State’s head coach during the
first two years of the program. He guided the Panthers to a 33-23 (19-10 TC-
CAA) record in 2025.

Pellissippi State finished its 2026 season with a 28-28 (14-16 TCAA) record
and were eliminated in the TCCAA Playoff Series by Dyersburg State. Pel-
lissippi State lost the three-game series, 2-1.

“The season is over and we are on to next year,” Hughes said. “You take a
couple of days and process it, figure out what you have to do different, and
I am already on to next year. Recruiting wise, we are pretty much done. For
the most part, just getting these new guys in classes.

“We are losing a good bit of guys, but they were all sophomores, so we
knew they would not be coming back. In terms of returning starters, we
may have two or three position guys and really a couple of pitchers, so it is
kind of like starting over next year.”

The 2026 sophomores were players who helped build the Panthers’ pro-
gram from the ground up and Hughes is grateful for their contributions.
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“A couple of them have been with me,” he said. “They were here when
we were starting up, year one they kind of bought into it. I will forever be
grateful to those guys because we did not really have anything to offer them
other than an opportunity. It was a little bittersweet that we got to start this
thing together, but they will be moving on and get to play somewhere else.”

Pellissippi State’s program also allows for players to develop for two or
three years after high school. Former Farragut pitcher Tobias Peterson
completed his first season with the Panthers in 2026. He redshirted as a
freshman and will continue to develop in the program with two years of
JUCO eligibility remaining.

“For a lot of kids, I do not think they reach their full potential until after
high school,” Hughes said. “Just getting to a place where you are allowed to
develop, and his best years are ahead of him. He has worked extremely hard
this year. He has changed his body, worked on the mechanics, and I expect
that he is going to be part of this next year.”

After two seasons since starting its program, Hughes will continue to im-
prove and build Pellissippi State baseball.

“For me, maybe a little bit of step back on the field, but moving forward
I think we are in a good place. We have committed to try and keep some of
the best talent here in Knoxville with kids who are from here, and I think
we have done that. I think we have 15 kids coming from the area that will be
freshmen. We are in the planning phase, in terms of facilities, and what is
next for us to continue to grow the program.”

~ Dan Harralson
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Thank you for voting us

BEST ASSISTED LIVING/ BEST
SENIOR LIVING FACILITY!

Pinnacle Assisted Living
10520 Waterville Lane | Knoxville, TN 37932
(865) 444-1451

Call us to schedule your

personal community visit today!

We are inviting you to join our family

here at Pinnacle Assisted Living!

OUR MISSION

At Hardin Valley we believe that our customers
deserve the best repairs and “like new”
quality and service that we can provide.

SERVICES:

e Auto Collision Repair from
fender henders to maintenance
e Alignments
e Air Conditioning repair and maintenance
¢ Frame repairs

Mark & Sonya Ogle, owners

Family-Owned Business

Serving our community for over 30 years

Open Monday-Friday 8am-5pm, Closed for lunch 12-1pm

Please call for an appointment for an estimate

1831 Marietta Church Rd. ¢ Knoxville, TN 37932 ¢ 865.693.9166 ¢ hardinvalleyhodyshop.com

May - July 2026
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hey’re top area tennis players.
They’re home-schooled and
they’re siblings.

Madison and Jaymeson Huff-
man also enjoyed an accom-
plished 2026 season where both
breezed through a regular-season,
going undefeated on their way
to winning district and regional
championships before heading
south to Chattanooga for the state
championships at the Champions
Club.

They combined to win 33 match-
es in 2026 before both finished as
runners-up and came home from
the state’s grand stage with silver
medals.

Madison, a senior at Hardin
Valley Academy, won her first two
matches at the state champion-
ships, sweeping past Blackman’s
Jordan Krise (in the quarterfi-
nals), 6-1, 6-2, and Henderson-
ville’s Autumn Gunter (in the
semifinals), 6-4, 6-1 on Thursday,
May 14.

Her final match didn’t go quite
as well as she fell to Page’s Emma
Baker, 7-5, 6-1. But over the final
two years playing for the Lady
Hawks, she lost just two matches,
both in the state finals.

Madison said that her first trip
to the state championships was
a driving force for the 2026 season.

“It’s very motivating,” she said.

Madison began playing tennis
at a young age. She decided to
take up the game after exploring
and searching for a sport to play.
She would eventually make the
game her own and would later
share the game with her family.

“I started playing when I was
four years old,” she said. “I was
looking at different sports and my
parents said ‘What about tennis?’

“Iliked it and I shared it with
my family. My grandmother
plays. My uncle plays and both of
my parents play.”

Her brother, Jaymeson, also
took up the game when he began

Jake Nichols

attending her lessons.

“I’ve been playing since I was
two years old,” he said. “I would
go to her lessons and I would start
hitting.”

Both Madison and Jaymeson
both compete in USTA tourna-
ments and took the opportunity
to play for Hardin Valley because
they enjoy the game.

Like many siblings, the two
often compete against each other.

“We play together and we prac-
tice against each other almost
every day,” Jaymeson said.

Early in their sibling rivalry,
Madison would win when playing
her brother. But things didn’t stay
that way.

“When we first started playing,
I would win. I would beat him,”
Madison said. “Then, it kind of
leveled out. Now, he destroys me.”

Jaymeson may have taken the
upper hand in the duo’s rivalry.
That doesn’t mean, however, that
Madison is not a mentor.

“She taught me to keep playing
even when you’re not winning
and that means something when
you’re the younger one,” Jayme-
son said.

Madison added that playing
and practicing against Jaymeson
has made them both better tennis
players.

“Practicing against each other
has made us better,” she said.

Hardin Valley coach Seth Ray-
man said that the two have made
the school’s program.

“They’re both great kids and
they both love tennis,” Rayman
said. “They’ve been playing since
they could hold a racquet.

‘They’re teachers on the court.”

Life isn’t all about tennis for the
Huffmans. Away from the court,
they enjoy watching movies
together. Their favorite genre is
cartoons.

~ Ken Lay

Hardin Valley freshman Jaymeson Huffman, left, and senior Madison
Huffman were both top seeds for this year’s district tournament. The
siblings share a passion and talent for tennis, pushing one another on

and off the court.
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CLASS OF el

Hardin Valley Academy
celebrates over 400 graduates

More than 400 Hardin Valley
Academy graduates walked across
the stage during the school’s Class
of 2026 Commencement Ceremony,
which took place in HVA’s Hawk Sta-
dium Monday evening, May 18.

Executive Principal Kirk Renegar
related how students are taught how
to write a story, then advised, “Own
your [life’s] story. Don’t allow your-
self to be a victim ... write your own
ending.”

Likewise, three senior speakers
shared advice to fellow graduates:

“Your path is your own,” Matthew
Greenwood said in his “Plan B”
speech, in which he acknowledged
life doesn’t always go as one wishes,
so a student has to resort to a plan B.

However, “Plan B isn’t a back-up
plan; it’s a redirection,” he said. “The
most successful people don’t stick
with what isn’t working for them.
Learn to embrace the Plan B.”

Another speaker, Carys Price, en-
couraged fellow classmates to em-
brace the unknown.

“Live in this very moment,” she
said. “Look forward to what’s to
come. Don’t be afraid of it.”

And, Sophia Roberts talked about
building connections with people
along the way.

Two of the biggest highlights of
the ceremony were the announce-
ments of the Hawk Award winner
and a U.S. Naval Academy appointee.

“The Hawk Award is the highest
recognition given and voted on by
the Hardin Valley Academy faculty
and bestowed upon a Hardin Valley
senior,” Renegar said. “The award is
presented to students whose perfor-
mance exemplified the finest quali-
ties of HVA.

“It is presented each year to a stu-
dent who exhibits the high standards
of dependability, responsibility,
citizenship, cheerfulness and moral
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character,” the principal added.

There were five finalists — Mat-
thew Greenwood, Minh Nguyen,
Douglas King, Isaiah Springer and
Richard Wilkinson. Of those, the
award was presented to Springer.

Following an accident, Spring-
er has had to overcome adversity
and had to relearn “not only how
to learn but also how to navigate
through 2,000 students,” Renegar
said. “Through it all, Isaiah has
faced every challenge with resilience
and humility,” the principal said of
Springer. “Despite the obstacles he
has faced, his brave ambition and
determination to succeed has never
wavered.

“His positivity and perseverance
are inspiring,” Renegar added. “And
his presence has, undoubtedly, el-
evated those around him.

“Even in the face of adversity, he
never gave up,” the principal said.
“His compassionate spirit shines
in the way he supports and cares
for others, always showing genuine
kindness ... to those around him.”

Regarding other class accomplish-
ments, “this year, the senior class
received over $22 million in scholar-
ships,” assistant principal Tia Shack
announced. Those included the Ten-
nessee Promise scholarship, with
which students attending a com-
munity college or technical school
will receive up to $4,500 annually for
two years, and the Hope, or Tennes-
see Lottery, scholarship for students
planning to attend an eligible Ten-
nessee institution within 16 months
of graduation.

Another honor went to William
Wimer, who received an appoint-
ment to the U.S. Naval Academy.

“It is my pleasure today to rep-
resent the US. Air Force and U.S.

See GRADUATION on Page 29

-

Isaiah Springer receives the
Hawk Award from
Executive Principal Kirk Renegar.

William Wimer

Brody Lamb

Carys Price

Matthew Greenwood

Kendall Woods, left, and
Liberty Davis

Left column photos courtesy
of Jeremy Wiggs Photography |
www.jeremywiggs.com

Right column photos by Tammy Cheek
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Just wanted to drop a note of
thanks and appreciation to Dr
Smith and staff. I went in for
my cleaning and then followed
up for a filling!! Melinda
was great for the clean - very
professional but super friendly!!
Dr Smith and Nikki knocked
out the filling in a gentle and
timely manner- super easy!!
Best dental office I have ever
been too!! Many thanks!!

~ D Elliott

1 don’t see any reviews of

Dr. Thomas on here, so I'm
changing that. Dr. Thomas

is exceptional. I've always
had bharsh dentists and she

is incredibly gentle and
understanding and cares about
how your teeth look and feel,
not just if the problem is fixed.
If you can’t see Dr. Smith, Dr.
Thomas is just as wonderful.

~ J Cloud

GENTLE. FRIENDLY.
GENUINE. SKILLED.

Dr. Tristen Smith and her staff have created an enjoyable and
caring environment. Regardless of how long it’s been since
you've been to the dentist, we'd love to erase your past dental
memories and give you a fresh, more pleasant perspective.

Don’t have dental insurance?
Pay a one-time fee and get X-rays,
cleanings, exams included, and

25% oft of your dental care!

Free Opalescence GO
Whitening for

All New Patients

10825 Hardin Valley Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37932
Next to Maple Street Biscuit Company in Hardin Valley!

(865) 338-3098
bluedogfamilydentistry.com

Put Experience &
Knowledge to Work for You!
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Tammy Cheek

Tracy, far left, and John Impellizeri, left, parents of the late Scott Impellizeri presented Scott Impellizeri Memorial Scholarships to Hardin Valley Academy
seniors Kayla Sousebee, Kamryn Taylor and Ryland Wilkinson during HVA's Senior Celebration Friday, May 1.

Top honors

Hardin Valley seniors, teacher honored
for accomplishments, hard work

Hardin Valley Academy ended its
2026 year by honoring seniors and
some top teachers whose exemplary
performance highlighted the year
during a Senior Celebration at the
school Friday, May 1.

“This morning, we are gathered
to celebrate the many accomplish-
ments of the Hardin Valley Acad-
emy Class of 2026,” executive princi-
pal Kirk Renegar said. “The class of
2026 has played an incredibly signifi-
cant role in continuing the Hardin
Valley Academy tradition.

“ Some have studied hard and have
achieved great academic success,”
he said. “Some have dedicated long
hours to practicing and competing
in athletic events while others have
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been artists, performers or both.

“Many have worked hard to em-
body the school’s vision and enrich
the community,” Renegar added.
“Today, we want to showcase the ac-
complishments of the Class of 2026
since they arrived at HVA four years
ago.”

He continued to point out the se-
niors who performed well in various
competitions: academic, athletic, ex-
tracurricular and vocational, among
others. Renegar commended the
students who participated in Gover-
nor’s Schools, hosted by Tennessee
universities, performed in theater or
whose art graced the school’s halls;
and he commended the students who
have “reached beyond yourselves

and given of your time, energy and
even money to help the school and
community” through community
service and those who achieved in-
dustry certification.

The highest award for the school,
for which the faculty chooses, is the
Hawk Award, which is bestowed to a
graduating senior “who exemplifies
the finest qualities.”

Renegar announced nominees for
the award — Matthew Greenwood,
Minh Nguyen, Douglas King, Isaiah
Springer and Richard Wilkinson —
with the winner being announced at
graduation.

Also the school presented the
Heart of Hardin Valley Award to Isa-
iah Springer.

Additionally, the school nominat-
ed teachers — Jennifer Galloway,
Kaitlyn Gaskins, Malcolm Gibbs,
Lisa Jacobs and Holly Wilgus — for
the Teacher of the Year award. The
winner was Gibbs.

Among the seniors’ honors, Zain-
ab Hasan, with a 4.821 grade-point
average, was named valedictorian
and Levi Jerrell, with a 4.750 GPA,
was chosen salutatorian. They both
plan to study chemical engineering

at the University of Tennessee.

Cole McIntosh earned the Ap-
plied Placement Capstone diploma,
and Benjamin Cao, Hayden Hall and
Julia Mueller were commended stu-
dents in the National Merit Scholar-
ship Program with Hasan being cho-
sen as National Merit Scholarship
finalist.

And, Zoe Cristy, Riley Goluoglu,
Hall, Hasan, Jerrell, Olesia Makar,
Mueller, Minh Nguyen, Sophia Rob-
erts, Andre Torres Nieves and So-
phia Winterbotham were the top 12.

Another group honored were the
seniors enlisting in the military or
enroll in post-secondary military
education programs. They include
Lily Britton, who received a Reserve
Officer Training Corps scholarship
to attend University of Maryland in
College Park; Jasmine Chason, who
enlisted in the U.S. Navy; and Jaru-
mi Tafoya Riveras, who enlisted in
the U.S. Army.

Students also benefitted with
scholarships from organizations and
even loved ones of past students.

“Scott Impellizeri was a 2011

See HONORS on Page 30
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HVA salutatorian Jerrell
celebrates accomplishments

Hardin Valley Academy Class of 2026 graduate Levi Jerrell’s academic
accomplishments culminated in his standing as HVA’ s salutatorian.

Hardin Valley Academy recently announced the school’s valedictorian,
Zainab Hasan, and salutatorian.

Jerrell, the son of Matt and Brandy Jerrell, plans to attend University
of Tennessee, where he will major in chemical engineering and minor in
Chinese. His goal is to be a chemical engineer.

At HVA, “Ireally enjoyed high school because I was able to be a part of
many different clubs and found a really close group of friends,” the senior
said. “My teachers and counselor were also incredibly supportive and
were always there when I needed help, which helped grow my confidence
and guide me to what I want to do next.”

While in high school, Jerrell participated in the pole vault, hurdle and
sprint on the track team, for which he is the pole vault freshman school
record holder and was All-State for pole vault.

He also is president of Mu Alpha Theta, co-founder and treasurer of the
Travel and Culture Club, a member of HVA’s Science Bowl team, National
Honor Society, Asian Student Alliance, Fellowship of Christian Athletes
and, last year, the Boys Volleyball Club.

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Wiggs
Levi Jerrell, HVA salutatorian, right, with superintendent Dr. Jon Rysewyk ~ Tammy Cheek

May You Have Many Reasons to

Straighten Teeth Faster
and More Discretely

Braces - Clear Aligners - Esthetic Braces
é )

Knoxville
10792 Hardin Valley Road « Knoxville, TN 37932

Maryville
619 Smithview Drive - Maryville, TN 37803

Jeffrey J. Eberting, DMD, MS « 865-983-3570 « www.tennesseeorthostudios.com Morristown
920 West Main Street » Morristown, TN 37814

Follow Us on Facebook!
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COMMUNITY WELLNESS
In Your Own Neighborhood

Experience the heart of your community!
At Autumn Care Assisted Living, we foster a
close-knit, caring environment right in your neighborhood

where community wellness is our focus.

« Enjoy engaging activities and events with friends who feel like family.

« Recerve compassionate attention from dedicated,

professional staff available 24/7.

o Savor delicious, chef~prepared meals tailored to your tastes.

Call 865-392-1300 « autumncareassistedliving.com
Schedule Your Tour Today!

We service all Makes & Models
Specializing in Toyota, Lexus, Honda and Acura.

10635 Braden Dickey Ln.
Knoxville, TN 37932
Hours: Monday — Friday 7:30am — 5:30pm

865-670-0787 » www.protoyauto.com

1dTUlil ¥ dli€y > UI1giifal
AL MEpalrraciiily

PRO TOY is now an authorized used car dealer!
Let us help you find your next used Toyota or Lexus.

SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE. (See advisor for details)

WHERE THE TRUTH IS ALWAYS FREE!
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HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY BASEBALL
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Kids’ Cerner

.L

the I-Iawk
WINNER

The winner of the Find the Hawk
contest for the February 2026
edition of Hardin Valley Living is

Emma Tisdale

Emma received a prize box from

Chick-fil-A! (Turkey Creek and
Overlook Center locations)
Thank you to Chick-fil-A for their

sponsorship of the Hawk contest,
and congratulations to our winner!

Find.,,
Hawk

This hawk has been hidden in this issue of “Hardin Valley Living!” Search
through the pages to find the hawk. When you do, fill out this form and
mail or bring it to: farragutpress, 11863 Kingston Pike, Farragut, TN 37934

Location of Hawk (page number, description of hiding place):

Name: Age:

Parent Name:

Phone Number:

Email:

If correct, you will be entered in a drawing for prizes to be held
June 30, 2026. Winner to be announced in the next edition of
Hardin Valley Living. (Ages 12 and under are eligible.)
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Summer Camps,
Events & Activities

ATOMIC ROWING -

OAK RIDGE ROWING ASSOCIATION
Learn-to-Row Summer Camps

For young people ages 13-19 years

Boys & Girls / No Experience necessary

June 22-26; June 29 — July 3; August 17-21

Monday — Friday from 4:15to0 6:15 PM

697 Melton Lake Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
865-482-6538
atomicrowing.com/summer-programs

CAMP BIG FISH CHRISTIAN SUMMER DAY CAMP
For rising Kindergarten through rising 5th grade

Big Fish Summer Camp at Knoxville Christian School
Campus, 11549 Snyder Road, Knoxville 37932

May 26 — July 24 ® 7A —5:45P

Main Office Phone: 423-400-1504
www.campbigfish.org

CAMP WEBB

Sports Camps

Football camps, lacrosse camps, cheer & dance, vol-
leyball camp, soccer camp, basketball camps, track/
running camp. K-7th grade

9A — 2P $315-$325/week

Specialty Camp

9 AM -2 PM $335 and $355/week

Camp Wonderwoo

4 -5years 9 AM-2:30 PM 335/week June 1-5, June
8-12, June 15-19

Lunch & snack included

9800 Webb School Drive, Knoxville 37923
865-291-3840 | campwebb.com

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY OF KNOXVILLE
CAK offers week-long specialty camps for rising K-8:
Cooking Camp May 26-29

It's Your Turn June 1-5

Around the World June 8-12

Narnia Week June 15-19

Stars and Stripes June 22-26

Soul Survivor July 6-10

Kingdom July 13-17

Color Celebration July 20-24

Full and Half Day camps are available.

Full day is 325/week with lunch included.

Half day camp is 175/week.

9AM- 3 PM

529 Academy Way, Knoxville, TN 37923
865-690-4721
www.cakwarriors.com/summer camps/

DIAMOND BASEBALL

Baseball & Softhall Summer Camps

Various skills camps available — check website.
Visit diamondbaseballtn.com/camps-events/

for details and registration.

200 Center Park Drive, Knoxville, TN 37922
865-389-5889 | info@h3sports.org
diamondbaseballtn.com

THE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL OF KNOXVILLE
Camp ESK

June and July 2026

Camp options for ages Rising K - 8th grade.
950 Episcopal School Way

Knoxville, TN 37932

865-777-9032

camp@esknoxville.org

Visit shop.esknoxville.org for more
information and registration.

HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER

Tutoring and Test prep. ACT/SAT test specialists.
Math, Reading and Study Skills for all ages.
Subject tutoring in a variety of subject areas.
117 North Peters Road, Knoxville, 37923
865-691-6688
www.huntingtonhelps.com

KNOXVILLE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Every summer has a story at Camp Irish! Imagine sum-
mer experiences where your child grows in mind, body
and spirit. Camp Irish 2025 is open to everyone and
provides a safe place to explore interests, make new
friends and sharpen skills. With arts, academic and
athletic camps to choose from, there’s a camp for you!
9245 Fox Lonas Road,

Knoxville, TN 37923, 865-560-0313

Visit camps.knoxvillecatholic.com

for individual camp information and
registration.

TATE’S DAY CAMP

At Tate’s Day Camp, we provide traditional camp ac-
tivities like swimming, arts & crafts, music, hands-on
nature study, archery, boating, fishing, sports, games,
and group initiative activities. Different weekly themes
help to keep camp exciting and fresh for

our campers. May 27 to August 1.

9215 Bob Gray Road, Knoxville TN 37923
865-690-9208

info@tatescamp.com | tatescamp.com
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Bayou Bash

From page 8

To rent kayak equipment for just
one person, the cost is $37.50 with the
cost at $75.00 for two people.

For those who already have kayak-
ing equipment — meaning a kayak,
paddle and a life jacket to wear — and
merely want to hop on the shuttle for
aride to the drop-off, the cost is $12.50.

The low country boil cost is $22
ahead of time or $25 the day of for a
half-pound of shrimp, sausage, pota-
toes and corn. Also, the ticket price for
the concertis $25, and a portion of that
goes toward the Epilepsy Foundation.

Graduation
From page 20

Space Force to present the appoint-
ment to the United States Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado,” retired U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen.
Richard Webber said. “This award is
going to a sterling young man and is
the equivalent of a four-year, full-ride
scholarship in a college or university,”
Webber said. “U.S. Air Force Academy
accepts only the best of the best. This
year, there were over 8,000 applicants,

May - July 2026

People can also make direct dona-
tions to the foundation when booking
if they wish.

This is not the only event that the
center will be hosting this summer.
At the end of May, TMG Pits will be
hosting “TMG Fest,” a local barbecue
cook-off, on Saturday, May 23, 2 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

Then on Saturday, May 30, there
will be a Discover Knoxville event
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

While each event brings its own
flair, they weave together in an invit-
ing space that was once something
entirely different.

~ Jake Nichols

and only 420 were appointed to the
academy.”

“It is not often enough that we
praise our young people who choose
to answer the call to serve our coun-
try,” freshman principal Jeremy Lo-
renz, said. “Joining the military is an
immense commitment that requires
bravery, sacrifice, strength, courage
and mental acuity.”

Wimer is one of the five seniors
who committed to serve in the mili-
tary forces.

~ Tammy Cheek

Ages 12-16, Boys & Girls

Week 1 - June 22-26, 4:15-6:16pm
Week 2 - June 29-July 3, 4:15-6:15pm

Week 3 - August 17-21, 4:15-6:15pm
Cost: $125 per week

Go to www.orra.org = Click on “Learn to Row”

697 Melton Lake Dr., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 = Email Iglenn@orra.org with questions
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Honors
From page 22

graduate of Hardin Valley Acad-
emy,” HVA freshman principal Jer-
emy Lorenz said. “He was a leader, a
mentor and a special friend to many
people. Scott had committed his life
to helping others.

“During his senior year, he re-

ceived the humanitarian award for
his service as a peer tutor,” the prin-
cipal said. “On Aug. 7, 2011, Scott’s
precious, promising life was cut
short by a reckless driver.”

To honor the late senior’s memo-
ry, his family has created the Scott
Impellizeri Memorial Scholarship.
This year, it went to Kayla Sosebee,
Kamryn “Kami” Taylor and Ryland

Wilkinson.

Also, Jimmy Schuster and Leah
Woods, the parents of the late Char-
lie Schuster, who lost his life in a
tragic accident in January 2025, cre-
ated the Charlie Schuster Memorial
Scholarship.

“Charlie was the perfect son and
brother and always thought of others
rather than himself,” Renegar said.

“A quiet, yet social young man who
valued inclusion, who left a lasting
impression on others ... the scholar-
ship is awarded to someone who is
dedicated to helping others and their
community.”

That $1,000 scholarship went to Ry-
land Wilkinson.

~ Tammy Cheek

Ser ice Directory

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

WE
BUY
HOUSES

865-444-8804

Call Linda at
865-218-8881 to
advertise in the next
Hardin Valley Living
Service Directory

Service Directory
Advertising Rates

Spot color *5/mo.
Process color #15/mo.

Commit to 4 runs
and receive $10 off!

Service Directory Payments

Payments may be made by cash, check or credit card. Prepayment
is required on all classified advertising.
These Cards Gladly Accepted:

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week
after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made
by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not
endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses
to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inap-
propriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

('}
HardinVall
it

HOME REPAIR

RANDY THE PAINTER
RRIEE

ESIIIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Interiors & Exteriors Painting FREE

Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood
Rerﬂair & Soft Washing Available _Pressure Washing
FA with all Exterior, Paining

ILY OWNED & OPERATED
* % k% * 5 star Google Reviews over;$1500

Licensed & Insured ® 46 Yrs Experience

Serving Knox and surrounding counties for over 17 years

Knoxville's Home Renovation Specialist

Home Additions and Remodeling from Concept to Completion

e Water Damage ° Drywall ¢ Additions %
o Kitchens e Masonry ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Decks 20 00'"
« Fencing * Flooring ® Plumbing all
o Carpentry e and much more! .
penty services

Free Design Consultation
and Estimates

Armstrong Remodeling
865-315-0630

Licensed e bonded ¢ Insured » References

No Money Down e Financing Available
www.ArmstrongRemodeling.com

L

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings

advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”
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BUY LOCAL. INSURE LOCAL.

BUYING LOCAL SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY.

Tate Insurance Group is proud to be one of the few locally owned insurance agencies right here in Knoxuville.

We believe in supporting the people and businesses that make our community strong.
Have you asked your insurance provider if they’re locally owned? Do you know where their parent company is located?
When you choose Tate, you’re not just buying insurance — you’re investing in your hometown!

6423 Deane Hill Drive

865.862.8233

WW W.tateinsurancegroup.com

scott@tateinsurancegroup.com

TATE INSURANCE GROUP PROUDLY REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:

Auto-Owners Insurance

(*Erie Insurance does not offer health insurance)

Call us for a comprehensive insurance review ® Home ® Auto ® Life ® Business ® Health
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Scan to
book your
appointment!

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency nationwide except in MA. Not

all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state. Sales agents

may be compensated based on enrollment. No obligation to enroll. ©2025 HealthMarkets
49584a-HM-0825
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