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Testprep Experts 
Testprep Experts tutors high school 

students for college admissions tests, 
such as the ACT and SAT, and under-
graduate students for professional 
school admission tests, such as the 
GRE, GMAT, and LSAT. We also help 
high school students through the en-
tire college admissions process, partic-
ularly in completing all aspects of  the 
Common Application. We o� er all ser-
vices in a very comfortable, in-person 
classroom setting at our o�  ce on 308 
South Peters Rd.

Michael K. Smith, Ph.D., (on the 
right in the photo) founded Testprep 
Experts in 1984 and has been o� ering 
services at 308 South Peters since 2004. 
He is a former valedictorian of  West 
High School, achieved undergraduate 
and graduate degrees from UTK, and 
taught psychology at UTK for many 
years. He has written numerous books 

and articles about standardized test-
ing. Richard Kendrick, Ph.D., the As-
sistant Director, has worked with Dr. 
Smith for over ten years. Dr. Kend-
rick is originally from California.   He 
moved to Knoxville to pursue his grad-
uate degree in 2006 at UTK, where he 
also taught courses in social psycholo-
gy and statistics. 

Our aim is to help students achieve 
test scores that will help them gain 
admission to a college or university of  
their choice. Improved test scores often 
lead to merit scholarships. 

Dr. Smith is a devoted pickleball 
player and an avid reader. Dr. Kendrick 
enjoys cooking elaborate meals and 
keeping up with his beagle Olive.   

Testprep Experts can be contacted 
via email (mike@testprepexperts.com), 
phone (865-694-4108), or through out 
website (www.testprepexperts.com). Michael K. Smith, Ph.D., right, and Rick Kendrick, Ph.D.

ACT / SAT / PSATACT / SAT / PSAT
Michael K. 

Smith, 
Ph.D.

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com
865-694-4108

Helping students improve Helping students improve 
test scores for 40 years.test scores for 40 years.
Taking reservations Taking reservations 
for private tutoringfor private tutoring

Celebrating 10,000 students tutored since 2004!
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His Security & Technology: Smart Solutions. 
Personalized Service. Peace of Mind.

For sixteen years, His Security & Technology has been helping East Tennessee homeowners 
and businesses stay connected, protected, and in control with smart, innovative technology and 
exceptional customer service.

Locally owned and operated, His Security & Technology o� ers much more than traditional 
security systems. From video surveillance, access control, and remote video monitoring to 
advanced AI-powered video deterrence, the company delivers customized solutions designed to 
make everyday life safer, simpler, and more convenient.

But security is only part of  the story. His Security & Technology also specializes in smart 
home automation, audio and video systems, new construction wiring, and networking solutions. 
Whether it’s enhancing a home’s entertainment experience or equipping a business with the 
latest technology, their experienced team brings expertise and personalized attention to every 
project.

For owners Scott Brockamp and Doug Fraker, the company’s success is built on more than 
technology. It’s about relationships, trust, and treating customers like family. As a locally 
owned, family-operated business, they take pride in providing dependable service, straightfor-
ward solutions, and the peace of  mind that comes from knowing someone is always there when 
you need them.

This holiday season, give yourself the gift of convenience, comfort, and peace of 
mind. Discover how His Security & Technology can help you protect what matters most while 
making your home or business smarter and more connected. Schedule a free consultation or 
visit hissecurity.com to learn more.

His Security & Technology — Smart Technology. Simple Solutions. Peace of Mind.
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Unlike the national brands, 
we are a family-owned com-

pany that is 100 percent local,” 
explained President Scott Tate, 
who started the agency in 2008. 

“Tate Insurance Group is a LOCAL-
LY owned and operated agency.  We live 
here, we work here and we invest in our 
community. Our formula is simple:  we
 take care of  Knoxville because Knoxville puts 
their trust in us to make sure their insurance 
is handled by local professionals who care 
about every client.” —Scott Tate

Since its founding, Tate Insurance Group 
has brought on two local partners -- Stuart 
Bilbrey and Amy Moore. The agency’s branch 
o�  ces are also run by Knoxville residents. 

“Insurance is not about selling policies; it’s 
about building lasting relationships and giv-
ing peace of  mind delivered by local people 
you know.” — Stuart Bilbrey

“I’ve insured people’s fi rst cars, then their 
fi rst homes, and now their kids fi rst cars.  Be-
ing part of  this community for 30 years and 
watching families grow is the greatest reward 
of  this career.”  —  Amy Moore

“We hire local,” Tate said. 
Our succession plan does not involve an 

out-of-state company or national decision.  
Our succession plan stays in the family and 
will always be representative of  the local fl a-
vor of  Knoxville. 

Our Knoxville based sta�  feel very strongly 
that we should be involved in our community 
and give back to our community. 

The company aims to support local sports 

teams and schools through donations and 
sponsorships. 

“Why do we give back? Because the families 
in this community have been so good to me 
and my family,” he said. 

Given the current economic climate, Tate 
emphasized the necessity of  supporting local 
businesses and organizations. 

“I think now, more than ever, it is important 
to do business locally and with family-owned 
businesses,” he said. “It has been a hard 
year for everyone and doing business locally 
only helps protect the economy in the area 
you live:’ 

Tate Insurance Group was awarded the 
Distinguishing title of  being Ramsey Trust-
ed and given the Ramsey Shield to use 
in their business.  “Dave Ramsey and his 
infl uence and teachings are a guiding factor 
in our agency and unlike every other agency 
in Knoxville, makes us unique and account-
able to standards that are measurable and 
evaluated by the Ramsey team monthly.” 
Scott said. 

“Unlike your standard agency, we pride 
ourselves in providing a higher level of  ser-
vice and product choices,” he said. 

Specializing in service and protection, the 
company has over 4,000 clients that represent 
various areas of  insurance coverage. 

“We write local businesses ranging from 
auto dealers to distributors to hotels to 
contractors and everything in between,” 
Tate said. “In personal lines we write home, 
auto, umbrella, and all areas that a person 
has for insurance needs. We also write a 
large amount of  health and life insurance to 
protect our customers and provide them 
peace of  mind.”

“Why do we give back? Because the 
families in this community have been 
so good to me and my family,”

   ~ Scott Tate

Locally Owned, Family Run 
and Community Committed

Owner/Pres-
ident Scott 
Tate, Owner, 
Amy Moore 
and Owner/
Vice Presi-
dent Stuart 
Bilbrey.
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Call for a Comprehensive Insurance Review | Home • Auto • Life • Business • Health

“Taking Care of Our Community” Referral Program

Scott
Tate

• Local Business 
   Owner

• Proud Sponsor of 
   Players of the Week

Endorsed by

6423 Deane Hill Drive | 865.862.8233 
www.tateinsurancegroup.com | scott@tateinsurancegroup.com

 TATE INSURANCE GROUP PROUDLY 
REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:
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Handcrafted Handcrafted 
withwith  HeartHeart  
A Season of Gratitude and Growth

AAs the holiday season approaches, we fi nd ourselves 
refl ecting on just how far our family business has come 
and how deeply thankful we are for the incredible sup-
port of  our community. What began decades ago as my 
parents’ dream, fueled by artistry and dedication, has 
grown into something far greater than we could have 
ever imagined. Today, our workshop hums with creativi-
ty, collaboration, and the steady rhythm of  skilled hands 
crafting jewelry that tells your stories.

This year has brought us an extraordinary amount of  work and an 
outpouring of  trust from our customers that humbles us every day. 
We are genuinely grateful for the many new projects and custom de-
signs we’ve been asked to bring to life. While our benches are busier 
than ever (a challenge we welcome with full hearts), we encourage our 
customers to plan ahead for custom holiday pieces, as our production 
schedule is fi lling quickly.
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11320 Kingston Pike |  Farragut,  TN 
(865) 777-3793 

www.rickterryjewelry.com

In an age when so much is mass-produced, we 
remain proud to create jewelry the traditional 
way: designed, cast, set, and polished right here 
in our town. Our roots are local, our values are 
local, and our commitment to quality craftsman-
ship runs deep. We know that when you choose 
to shop with a family-owned business, you’re not 
just buying a product, you’re helping preserve 
the spirit of  our community.

I also want to take a moment to recognize our 
incredible team. My parents’ leadership and pas-
sion continue to inspire us daily, and my brother 
and our sta�  have worked tirelessly to serve each 
customer with care and dedication. Their talent 
and commitment make everything we do possible. 

As we head into the holidays, we are fi lled 
with gratitude for your loyalty, your patience, 
and your belief  in our work. From our family to 
yours, thank you for allowing us to be a part of  
your stories, year after year.

This season, we encourage you to continue 
supporting local makers and small businesses. 
Together, we can keep our community vibrant, 
creative, and strong! 

James Blake Terry
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At Huntington Learning Center on N. Peters Rd., “our family is here to sup-
port your family.” Matthew and Krista McGrath and their team of  top notch 
teachers work with students Pre-K through early college.

“We provide fundamental academic skills 
development, academic coaching, ACT/SAT 
individualized exam prep tutoring and much 
more. We are grateful that families return 
year after year for educational support for 
their family! Matthew and I treasure that!,” 
says Krista. “As parents of  six children and 
now grandparents of  two, we understand that 
each child is di� erent and each child acquires 
skills di� erently. We have been blessed to be 
part of  thousands of  success stories with our 
Huntington families. Whether your young 
child is learning to read, or your high school 
student is seeking a full ride to the University 
of  Tennessee, we are here to support you with 
this and everything in between!” 

All parents want the best for their children. 
We can help! Here’s what some parents are saying:

“We have had a fantastic experience here. Our child has grown leaps and 
bounds in her academics and was just o� ered honors classes. To top it o� , ev-
eryone at Huntington have been amazing to work with. Highly recommend.” 
Mom of  middle school student. ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

“I took the ACT prep course here and I raised my score 7 points. All of  my 
teachers were great and helped me a lot!” High school student. 

Call or text 865-691-1697, visit HuntingtonHelps.com or stop by our o�  ce at 
117 N. Peters Rd. and learn how we can help your family.

Delivering an Educational Edge!

Spanning three
generations

 Matlock Tire Service 
& Auto Repair began as 
a small service station in 
Lenoir City, TN, way back 
in 1953. It was founded by 
Joe Matlock, who built his 
business on treating cus-
tomers fairly and providing 
exceptional service. Seven-
ty-three years later his son, 
Jimmy Matlock, has ex-
panded the business to fi ve 
locations: Farragut, Ath-
ens, Maryville, Lenoir City 
and Hardin Valley. Jimmy, 
like his father, is devoted 
to customer service and 
community involvement, 
and his son Joe Matlock has 
joined the business as Vice 
President.

 Vice President Joe Matlock, Co-Founder Jane 
Matlock and Owner/President Jimmy Matlock

Call (865) 691-6688 Today • www.huntingtonhelps.com
117 N. Peters Road | Knoxville, TN 37923

Huntington DeliversProven 
Results
Helping students 
for over 45 years!

Individualized tutoring 
and test prep for K-12th

• Reading
• Math
• Science
• Writing
• Study Skills
• ACT & SAT

TCAP PRACTICE

73 YEARS 
OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY!

ATHENS 
201 S Congress Pwk

423-744-9828

FARRAGUT 
10730 Kingston Pike

865-966-0425

HARDIN VALLEY 
10838 Hardin Valley Rd

865-248-2340

LENOIR CITY 
1301 Hwy. 321N
865-986-6533

MARYVILLE 
723 S Foothills Plaza

865-983-0741

$5 Off
OIL CHANGE*

Expires: 11/15/2026

$10 Off
4-WHEEL 

ALIGNMENT*
Expires: 11/15/2026

* SEE STORE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS
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Volunteer Chiropractic 
Dr. James D. “Dan” Watkins, owner of  

Volunteer Chiropractic in Farragut, has been 
named the 2026 Doctor of  Chiropractic of  the 
Year by the Tennessee Chiropractic Associa-
tion (TCA).

Selected by his peers, Watkins received the 
award Aug. 22 during the annual Southern 
Chiropractic Conference in Franklin. The 
honor recognizes a TCA member with at least 
10 years in practice who has demonstrated 
signifi cant commitment to the association and 
the chiropractic profession.

A Memphis native, Watkins and his wife, 
Keelie, opened Volunteer Chiropractic 21 years 
ago. The practice, located at 10826 Kingston 
Pike, Suite B, o� ers chiropractic care, pro-
fessional massage and specialized services. 
Watkins holds certifi cations in chiropractic 
orthopedics, acupuncture, strength and condi-
tioning, and golf  injury prevention.

“I am truly humbled by this recognition 

from my peers,” Watkins said. He credited his 
wife, Keelie, his mother and others who sup-
ported him throughout his career, adding, “All 
glory goes to God for his steadfastness to keep 
guiding a bull-headed person such as myself.”

Encouraged by an uncle to pursue chiro-
practic, Watkins fi rst earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English literature from the Universi-
ty of  Tennessee in 1993. He received his Doctor 
of  Chiropractic degree from Life University in 
Atlanta in 2001.

Watkins also serves on the TCA Board of  
Directors as District II director for the East 
Tennessee Valley.

Family has played an important role in the 
practice, with the couple’s daughters, Lucy 
and Sadie James, helping in the o�  ce while 
growing up. Lucy graduated from UT in 2024 
and now lives and works in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Sadie James attends UT.

Learn more at volrehab.com.

Dr. Dan Watkins named 2026 Tennessee Chiropractor of the Year

Over 40 Health Conditions can be Successfully Treated at Volunteer Chiropractic. Among them are chronic pain, migraines, backaches, arthritis, digestive issues, anxiety & many more.

865-966-5885  •  Volrehab.com
10826 Kingston Pike, Across from U-Haul

Call us today to schedule an appointment to 
address your specifi c health issue.

2026 TCA - Chiropractor of the Year

ACUPUNCTURE • MASSAGE THERAPY • CHIROPRACTIC



12    farragutpress | October 2026	 Family Owned Business

Farragutpress has been fortunate to have assem-
bled a family of  hardworking, dedicated “family” 
members who are willing to work around the 

clock in order to service our advertisers and to ferret out 
feature and hard news stories.

Our account executives are some of  the best in the industry and won’t 
settle for second-best on the quality of  display advertising for our cli-
ents. The same can be said for our folks in the production department. 
Their meticulous attention to detail makes them a tremendous asset for 
our clients and account executives.

Enough can’t be said about our editorial folks. These men and women 
are out on the street fi nding interesting stories about local residents, 
covering the high school sports teams and letting the community know 
about what’s new in thearea and what’s happening at our places of  
worship.

Then once the newspaper is put together and returned from the print-
er it’s delivered to just about every household in the town of  Farragut, 

usually the same day it’s printed.
For more than 38 years, the family at farragutpress has dedicated 

themselves to providing the highest quality newspaper in Town.

 Tony Cox, Publisher | Kathy Hartman, General Manager
Jake Nichols,  Writer | Tammy Cheek, Writer

Glen Coleman, Account Executive | Charlene Waggoner, Account Executive 
Lynn Perella, Account Executive

Linda Tirban, Classifi ed Display, Service Directory
Tony Christen, Production & Circulation Manager | Cindy Wilfert, Designer

Terrie Ware,  Receptionist/Circulation

Our familyOur family
The key to the success of any business is its people.

 farragutpress is published weekly at 11863 Kingston Pike Farragut, TN 37934
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CAROLYN REID
Accountant

LYNN PERELLA
Account Executive

GLEN COLEMAN
Account Executive

LINDA TIRBAN
Account Executive

CHARLENE WAGGONER
Account Executive

 TAMMY CHEEK
Writer

JAKE NICHOLS
Writer

TONY CHRISTEN
Production Manager

KATHY HARTMAN
General Manager

TERRIE WARE
Receptionist

CINDY WILFERT
Designer

 1 1 8 6 3  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  •  Fa r r a g u t ,  T N  3 7 9 3 4
865-675-6397 | www.farragutpress.com | like us on facebook

Your Tennessee Press Association Award Winning Newspaper
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Villages of  Farragut residents enjoyed a day 
celebrating autumn with the Villages Fall Festi-
val at the independent living community Friday, 
Oct. 16. 

“It’s great,” said Laura Needham Villages’ 
community relations director, adding the festi-
val drew 30 vendors this year. They ranged from 
home health to bee product businesses, as well as 
crafters. Additionally, the crowd was entertained 
by the band, Wild Blue Yonder. 

“It gets bigger every year,” Villages lifestyle as-
sistant Kayla Merriman said. “Most of  them bring 
a door prize. 

“One of  the new Villas residents, is an artist 
and set up a booth,” she added. 

  ~ Tammy Cheek, farragutpress

Photos Tammy Cheek/Submitted

The Villages

Fall Festival
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The Villages of Farragut 
A thriving community for seniors

Gary and Ricki Keckley, owners of the 
Villages of Farragut

The Villages of  Farragut, a thriving independent living community designed 
for adults ages 55 and older, o� ers an exceptional environment where residents 
can embrace life to the fullest.

Situated on a beautiful 25-acre campus, The Villages of  Farragut features 
an impressive variety of  amenities, including spacious apartments fi lled with 
natural light, walking and biking trails, a dog park, spa, and much more—all 
thoughtfully designed to enhance residents’comfort, independence, and quality 
of  life.

In addition to its apartment residences, The Villages of  Farragut o� ers newly 
built, spacious two-bedroom villas designed for those seeking a maintenance-free 
lifestyle while maintaining their independence. These thoughtfully designed 
villas provide an ideal opportunity for seniors to age in place, enjoying the com-
forts of  home with the added benefi ts of  a welcoming senior living community. 
Continuing its commitment to meeting the growing needs of  area seniors, The 
Villages of  Farragut is preparing to break ground on six additional villas, with 
anticipated completion in Summer 2027.

Owners Gary and Ricki Keckley, based in Franklin, Tennessee, believe in em-
powering their Executive Directors to make decisions that best serve the unique 
needs of  each community. Their company, GoodWorks Unlimited, is proudly cel-
ebrating 26 years of  serving seniors. Through the Keckleys’ dedication, leader-
ship, and extensive experience over the past two decades, GoodWorks Unlimited 
has expanded to 27 senior living communities throughout Tennessee and Ken-
tucky, o� ering a range of  living options from independent living to communities 
providing a continuum of  care.

“Our residents are looking for more than just a place to live. They want a 
happy, safe environment where they can enjoy wonderful food, meaningful 
friendships, and a genuine sense of  family—and that is exactly what we strive to 
provide every day. We are truly blessed to be part of  the Farragut community,” 
shares Melody Matney, Executive Director of  The Villages of  Farragut.
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230 Village Commons Blvd. • Farragut, TN  37934 • (865) 671-2500 • TheVillagesFarragut.com

Life doesn’t stop after retirement.
Why should your lifestyle?

Discover a vibrant, maintenance-free lifestyle 
where independence thrives, and the 

best moments are still ahead!

GOOD FRIENDS.  GREAT DAYS.  BEAUTIFUL LIVING.


